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rr^HE epoch of imperialism is the epoch of moribund capitahsm. 
1 The world war of 1914-1918 8"^ the general crisis of capital- 
ism to which it led, being the direct resu t -f the sharp -^ 
tradictions between the growth of P^^uctive forces of w or d 
economy ^nd the national State barriers which mtersect it 
have shown and proved that the material pre-requ,sites for 
Sciahsm have already ripened in the womb of c.pitahst society 
that the shell of capitalism has become an uitolerable hmdrance 
to the further development of mankind and that history has 
brought to the forefront the task of the revolutionary overthrow 
of the yoke of capitalism. 

Imperialism subjects large masses of the proletariat of all 
countries-from the centers of capitalist might to the most re- 
mote corners of the colonial world— to the dictatorship of the 
finance-capitahst plutocracy. With elemental force, imperialism 
exposes and accentuates all the contradictions of capitahstsociety ; 
it carries class oppression to the utmost limits, intensifies the 
struggle between capitalist governments, inevitably gives rise to 
world-wide imperialist wars that shake the whole prevailing 
system of relationships to their foundations and inexorably leads 
to the world proletarian revolution. 

Binding the whole world in chains of finance-capital, forcing 
its yoke upon the proletariat and the nations and races of all 
countries, by methods of blood, iron and starvation, sharpening 
to an immeasurable degree the exploitation, oppression and en- 
slavement of the proletariat and confronting it with the immediate 
task of conquering the power— imperiahsm creates the necessity 
for closely uniting the workers of all countries, irrespective of 
State frontiers and of differences of nationality, culture, language, 
race sex or profession in a single international army of the pro- 
letariat. Thus, while imperialism develops and completes the proc- 
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eia of creating? the material prerequisites for socialism, it at the 
snme time musters the army of its own grave-diggers and compels 
the proletariat to organize in a militant international workers^ 
association. 

On the other hand, imperialism splits off the best-provided- 
for section of the working class from the main mass of the 
workers. Bribed and corrupted by imperialism, this upper stratum 
• ►f Ihe working class constitutes the leading element in the social- 
democratic parties ; it is interested in the imperialist plunder of 
the colonies, is loyal to its own bourgeoisie and "its own" im^ 
perialist State, and» in the midst of decisive battles, fights 
on the side of the class enemy of the proletariat. The split that 
occurred in the socialist movement in 1914 as a result of this 
treachery, and the subsequent treachery of the social-democratic 
parties, which in reality have become bourgeois labor parties, 
demonstrated that the international proletariat will be able to 
fulfill its historical mission— to throw off the yoke of imperialism 
and establisli the proletarian dictatorship — only by ruthless strug- 
gle against social democracy. Hence, the organisation of the 
forces of the international revolution becomes possible only on 
the platf'orm of Communism. In opposition to the opportunist 
Second International of social-democracy— which has become the 
agency of imperialism in the ranks of the workinij class^ 
inevitably rises the Third Communist International, the inter- 
national organization of the working class, the embodiment of real 
unity of the revolutionary workers of the whole world. 

The war of 1914-1918 gave rise to the first attempts to 
establish a new, revolutionary International, as a counterpoise 
to the Second, social-chauvinist International and as a weapon 
of resistance to bellicose imperialism (Zimmerwald and Kien- 
thal). The victorious proletarian revolution in Russia gave an 
impetus to the formation of Communist Parties in the centres 
of capitalism and in the colonies. In 1919, the Communist In^ 
ternational was formed, and for the first time in world history 
the most advanced strata o£ the European and American pro- 
letariat were really united in the process of practical revolutionary 
stniggle with the proletariat of China and India and with the 
colored toilers of Africa and America. 



As the united and centralized international Pf ^y of the 
l>roletariat. the Communist International is the only Party to 
continue the principles of the First International ^^<i t°/^^^ 
them out upon the new mass foundation of th%^^^^^^^^™ 
proletarian movement. The experience gathered from the first 
imperialist war, from the subsequent period of revolution- 
ary crises of capitalism, from the series of revolutions m Europe 
and in the colonial countries; the experience gathered from the 
dictatorship of the proletariat and the building up of socialism 
In the U S S.R. and from the work of all the Sections of the 
Communist International as recorded in the decisions of its 
Congresses; finally, the fact that the struggle between the im- 
perialist bourgeoisie and the proletariat is more and more assum- 
ins an international character-all this creates the need for a 
ui^form programme of the Communist International that shall 
be common for all Sections of the Communist International. 
This programme of the Communist International, bemg the 
supreme critical generalization of the whole body of historical 
experience of the international revolutionary proletarian move- 
ment, becomes the programme of struggle for the world prole- 
tarian dictatorship, the programme of struggle for -world com- 
munism. , 1. 1 J 4-1,^ 

Uniting, as it does, the revolutionary workers, who lead the 
miUions of oppressed and exploited against the bourgeoisie and 
its -socialist" agents, the Communist International regards itself 
as the historical .successor to the '^Communist League and the 
First International led by Marx, and as the inheritor of the best 
of the pre-war traditions of the Second International. The tirst 
International laid the ideological foundation for the international 
proletarian struggle for socialism. The Second International, 
in the best period of its existence, prepared the ground for the 
expansion of the labor movement among the masses. The Third 
Communist International, in continuing the v^ork of the First 
International, and in accepting the fruits of the work of the 
Second International, resolutely lopped of! the latter s oppor- 
tunism, social-chauvinism, and bourgeois distortion of socialism 
and set out to realize the dictatorship of the proletariat. In this 
manner the Communist International continues the glonous and 
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heroic traditions of the international Labor movement; of the 
luiglish Chartists and the French insurrectionists of 1S31; of 
llie ]''reiich and German working class revolutionaries of 184S: 
of llic immortal warriors and martyrs of the Paris Commune; 
of the valiant soldiers of the German, Hungarian and Finnish 
revolutions ; of the workers under the former Tsarist despotism— 
the victorious bearers of the proletarian dictatorship; of the 
Chinese proletarians— the heroes of Canton and Shanghai,, 

Basing itself on the experience of the revolutionary labor 
movement on all continents and of all peoples, the Communist 
International, in its theoretical and practical work, stands wholly 
and unreservedly upon the ground of revolutionary Marxism 
and its further development, Leninism, which is nothing else 
but Marxism of the epoch of imperialism and proletarian revo- 
lution. 

Advocating and propagating the dialectical materialism of 
Marx and Engels and employing it as a revolutionary method of 
conceiving reality, with the view to the revolutionary transfor- 
mation of this reality, the Comnnmist International wages an 
active struggle against all forms of bourgeois philosophy and 
against all forms of theoretical and practical opportunism. Stand- 
mg on the ground of consistent proletarian class struggle and 
subordinating the temporary, partial, group and nationalinterests 
of the proletariat to its lasting, general, international interests, 
the Communist International mercilessly exposes all forms of the 
doctrine of "class peace" that the reformists have accepted from 
the bourgeoisie. Expressing the historical need for an inter- 
national organization of revolutionary proletarians — the ^rave- 
diggers of the capitalist order— the Communist International is 
the only international force that has for its programme the dic- 
tatorship of the proletariat and Communism, and that openly 
comes out as the organi::er of the international proletarian revo- 
lution. 
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I, The World System of Capitalism, Its Development 
and Inevitable Downfall 

I. THE DYNAMIC LAWS OF CAPITALISM AND THE EPOCH OF 
INDUSTRIAL CAPITAL 

ry^HE characteristic features of capitalist society which arose 
ion the basis of commodity production are the monopoly of 
the most important and vital means of production by the capiialist 
class and big landlords; the exploitation of the wage labor ot 
the proletariat, which, being deprived of the means of production, 
is compelled to sell its labor power; the production of com- 
modities for profit and, linked up with all this, the pian ess and 
anarchic character of the process of production as a whole h-x- 
pioitation relationships and the economic dommation of the bour- 
geoisie and their political expression in the orgamzed capitalist 
State— the instrument for the suppression of the proletariat. 

The history of capitahsm has entirely confirmed the theories 
of Marx and Engels concerning the laws of development of 
capitalist society and concerning the contradictions of this de- 
^^elopment that must inevitably lead to the downfall of the. whole 

capitalist system. 1, 1 ^. 

In its quest for profits the bourgeoisie was compelled to 
develop the productive forces on an ever-increasing scale and to 
strengthen and expand the domination of capitalistic relationships 
of production. Thus, the development of capitahsm constantly 
reproduces on a wider scale all the inherent contradictions of the 
capitalist system, primarily, the vital contradiction between the 
social character of labor and private acquisition, between the 
growth of the productive forces and the property relations of 
cppitklism. The predominance of private property in the means 
of production and the anarchy prevailing in the process of 
production have disturbed the equilibrium between the various 
branches of production ; for a growing contradiction developed 
between the tendency towards unlimited expansion of production 

[9] 
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utul llie i-estricted consumption of the masses of the proletariat 
fncnerul ovcr-[)i eduction), and this resulted in periodical devas- 
laliiij; crises and mass unemployment among the proletariat. The 
(predominance of private property also found expression in the 
c{}rnpetition that prevailed in each separate capitalist country as 
well as on the constantly expanding world market. This latter 
form of capitalist rivalry resulted in a number of wars, which 
are the inevitable accompaniment of capitalist development . 

On the other hand, the technical and economic advantages 
of mass production have resulted in the squeezing out and 
destruction in the competitive struggle of the pre-capitalist eco- 
nomic forms and in the ever-increasing concentration and cen- 
tralization of capital. In the sphere of industry this law of 
concentration and centralization of capital manifested itself 
primarily in the direct ruin of small enterprises and partly in 
their beings reduced to the position of auxiliary units of large 
enterprises. In the domain of agriculture which, owing to the 
existence of the monopoly in land and absolute rent, must in- 
evitably lag behind the general rate of development, this law not 
only found expression in the process of differentiation that look 
place among the peasantry and in the proletarianization of broad 
strata of the latter, but also and mainly in the open and concealed 
subordination of small peasant economy to the domination of big 
capital; small farming has been able to maintain a nominal 
mdependence only at the price of extreme intensification of labor 
and systematic under-consuniption. 

The ever-growing application of machinery, the constant 
improvements in technics and, consequently, the uninterrupted 
rise in the organic composition of capital, accompanied by still 
further division, increased productivity and intensity of labor, 
meant also increased employment of female and child labor, 
the formation of enormous industrial reserve armies which are con- 
stantly replenished by the proletarianized peasantry who are 
forced to leave their villages as well as by the ruined small and 
middle urban bourgeoisie. The collection of a handful of capi^ 
talist magnates at one pole of social relationships and of a gigantic 
mass of the proletariat at the other; the constantly increasing 
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rate oi exploitation of the working class, the reproduction on a 
wider scale of the deepest contradictions of capitalism and the, 
consequences (crises, wars, etc.) ; the constant growth of soci^ 
Z^SX "Sing discontent of the proletariat un. ed and 
Bchooled hy the mechanism of capitalist production , self-all 
tit has inJvitably undermined the foundations of capitalism and 
has brought nearer the day of its collapse. _ 

Simultaneously, a profound change has taken place m the 
.ocial and cultural life of capitalist society; the parasitical dec- 
adence of the rentier group of the ^'--g-'f = , *^^ ^" ^een 
of the family, which expresses the growmg contradiction between 
the mass participation of women in social production and the 
forms of family and domestic life largely inhented from previou 
economic epochs; the growing shallowness and degeneracy of 
cultural and ideological hfe resulting from *e mmnte speciahza^ 
lion of labor, the monstrous forms of urban life and the restrict 
cdness of rural life; the incapability of the bourgeoisie, notwith- 
standing the enormous achievements of the natural sciences, to 
create a synthetically scientific philosophy, and the growth of 
ideological, mystical and religious superstition, are all phenomena 
signalizing the approach of the historical end of the capitalist 
system. 

2. THE ERA OF FINANCE CAPITAL (IMPERIALISM) 

The period of industrial capitalism was, in the main, a 
period of "free competition"; a period of a steady de- 
velopment and expansion of capitalism throughout _ the whole 
world, when the as yet unoccupied colonies were being divided 
up and conquered by armed force ; a period of continuous growth 
of the inherent contradictions of capitalism, the burden of which 
fell mainly upon the systematically plundered, crushed and op- 
pressed colonial periphery. 

Towards the beginning of the 20th century, this period was 
leolaced by the period of imperialism, during which capitalism 
developed spasmodically and conflictingly ; free competition 
rapidly gave way to monopoly, the previously available colonial 
lands were all divided up, and the struggle for a redistribution 
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of colonies and spheres of influence inevitably began to assume 
primarily the form of a struggle by force of arms. 

Thus, the entire scope and truly world-wide scale of the 
contradictions of capitalism become most glaringly revealed in 
the epoch of imperialism (finance capitalism), which, from the 

(historical standpoint, signifies a new form of capitalism, a new 
system of relationships between the various parts of world capi- 
talist economy and a change in the relationship between Iht 
principal classes of capitalist society. 

This new historical period set in as a result of the opera- 
tion of the principal dynamic laws of capitalist society. It grew 
out of the development of industrial capitalism, and is the his- 
torical continuation of the latter. It sharpened the manifestations 
of all the fundamental tendencies and dynamic laws of capitahst 
development, of all its fundamental contradictions and antago- 
nism^ The law of the concentration and centralization of capital 
Tedto the formation of powerful combines (cartels, syndicates, 
trusts), to new forms of gigantic combinations of enterprises, 
linked up into one system by the banks, „ The merging of indus- 
trial capital with bank capital, the absorption of big land owner- 
ship into the general system of capitalist organization, and tlie 
monopolistic character of this form of capitalism transformed the 
epoch of industrial capital into the epoch of finance capital. "Free 
competition" of the period of industrial capitalism, which replaced 
feudal monopoly and the monopoly of merchant capital, became 
itself transformed inta finance-capital monopoly. At the same 
time, although capitalistic organizations grow out of free com- 
petition, they do not eliminate competition, but exist side by side 
with and hover over it, and thus give rise to a series of excep- 
tionally great and acute contradictions, frictions and conflicts. 

The growing application of complex machinery, of chemical 
processes and of electrical energy; the resulting higher organic 
composition of capital and, consequently, decline in the rate of 
profit, which only the biggest monopoHstic combines are able to 
counteract for a time by their policy of high cartel prices, still 
further stimulate the quest for colonial super-prohts and the 
straggle for a new division of the world. Standardized mass 
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...uduction creates the demand for new foreign markets. The 
■ rowinj^ demand for raw materials and fuel intensifies the race 
I'or their sources. Lastly, the system of high protection whicin 
hinders the export of merchandise and secures additional proht 
tor exported capital, creates additional stimuli for the export ot 
avDital Export of capital becomes, therefore, the decisive and 
snecific form of economic contact between the various parts of 
vvorld capitalist economy. The total effect of all this is that the 
.nonopoHst ownership of colonial markets, of sources of raw 
.materials and of spheres of investment of capital extremely 
iccentuates the general unevenness of capitalist development and 
sharpens the conflicts between the ''great powers^' of finance 
capital over the redistribution of the colonies and spheres oi 

inllueiice. ^ , . 

The growth of the productive forces of world economy thus 
l<^ads to the further internationalization of economic life and 
simultaneously leads to a struggle for redistribution of the world, 
already divided up among the biggest finance capital States, to 
a change in and sharpening of the forms of this struggle and 
to the method of forcing down prices, being superseded to an 
increasing degree by the method of forcible pressure (boycott, 
high protection, tariff wars, wars proper, etc.). Consequent y, 
the monopoHstic form of capitalism is inevitably accompanied by 
imperialist wars, which, by the area they embrace and the de^ 
structiveness of their technique, have no parallel m world 
history. 

3. THE FORCES OF IMPERIALISM AND THE FORCES OF 
REVOLUTION 

Expressing the tendency for unification of the various sec- 
tions of the dominant class, the imperialist form of capitalism 
places the broad masses of the proletariat in opposition, not to 
? single employer, but, to an increasing degree, to the capitalist 
class as a whole and to the capitalist State. On the other hand, 
this form of capitalism breaks down the national barriers that 
have become too restricted for it. widens the scope of the capi- 
talist State power of the dominant Great Power and brings it m 
opposition to vast masses of nationally oppressed peoples in the 




» 




I^ROGRAMME OF THE COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL 



90-calIed small nations as well as in the colonies. Finally, this- 
form of capitalism brings the imperialist States most sharply in 
opposition to each other. 

This being the case, State power, which Js becoming the 
dictatorship o£ the finance-capitalist oHgarchy and the expression 
of its concentrated might, acquires special significance for the 
bourgeoisie. The functions of this multi-national imperialist 
State grow in all directions. The development of S*tate capitalist 
forms, which facilitate the struggle in foreign markets (mobiliza- 
tion of industry for war purposes) as well as the struggle against 
the working class ; the monstrous growth of militarism (armies, 
naval and air fleets, and the employment of chemistry and bac- 
teriology) ; the increasing pressure of' the imperialist State upon 
the working class (the growth of exploitation and direct sup- 
pression of the workers on the one hand and the systematic 
policy of bribing the bureaucratic reformist leadership on the 
other), all this expresses the enornicius growth of the power of 
the State. Under these circumstances, every more or less im- 
portant action of the proletariat becomes transformed into an 
action against the State power, i.e., into political action. 

;Hence, the development of capitalism, and particularly the 
imperialist epoch of its development, reproduces the fundamental 
contradictions of capitalism on an increasingly magnified scale. 
Competition among small capitalists ceases, only to make way 
for competition among big capitalists ; where competition among 
big capitalists subsides, it flares up between gigantic combina- 
tions of capitalist magnates and their governments ; local and 
rational crises become transformed into crises affecting a number 
of countries and, subsequently, into world crises; local wars give 
way to wars between coalitions of States and to world wars; 
the class struggle changes from isolated actions of single groups 
of workers into nation-wide conflicts and subsequently, into an 
international struggle of the world proletariat against the world 
bourgeoisie. Finally, two main revolutionary forces are organiz- 
ing against the organized might of finance capital — on the one 
hand the zuorkers in the capitalist States, on the other hand, the 
victims of the oppression of foreign capital, the masses of the 
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frople in the colonies, marching under the leadership and the 
hegemony of the international revolutionary proletarian move- 
iiicnt. 

Rowever, this fundamental revolutionary tendency is tem- 
porarily paralyzed by the fact that certain sections of the 
f-uropean, North American and Japanese proletariat are bribed 
by the imperialist bourgeoisie, and by the treachery ot the na- 
tional bourgeoisie in the semi-colonial and colonial countries who 
aie scared by the revolutionary mass movement. The bourgeoisie 
of imperialist countries, which is able to secure additional surplus 
profits from Uie position it holds in the world market (more devel- 
oped technique, export of capital to countries with a higher rate of 
profit, etcO> and from the proceeds of its plunder nf the colonies 
:iud semi-colonies— was able to raise the wages of its "own 
workers out of these surplus profits, thus giving these workers 
:in interest in the development of *'home" capitahsm, m the 
plunder of the colonies and in being loyal to the unpenahst State. 
This systematic bribery was and is being very widely prac- 
n.ed in the most powerful imperialist countries and finds most 
sinking expression in the ideology and practice of the labor 
;iristocracy and the bureaucratic strata of the working class, he., 
tiie social democratic and trade union leaders, who proved to be 
ihe direct agencies of bourgeois infiuence among the proletariat 
iind stalwart pillars of the capitalist system. 

By stimulating the growth of the corrupt upper stratum of 
ihe working class, however, imperialism in the end destroys its 
influence upon the working class, because the growing contradic- 
tions of imperialism, the worsening of the conditions of the broad 
masses of the workers, the mass unemployment among the pro^ 
letariat, the enonnous cost of military conflicts and the burdens 
their entail, the fact that certain Powers have lost their monop- 
olistic position in the worid market, the break-away of the colonies, 
etc., serve to undermine the basis of social democracy among the 
masses. Siniilariy, the systematic bribery of the various sections 
<.f the bourgeoisie in the colonies and semi-colonies, their betrayal 
of the national-revolutionary movement and their rapprochment 
with the imperialist powers can paralyze the development of the 
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revolutionary crisis only for a time. In the final analysis, this 
leads Lo the intensification of imperialist oppression, to the decline 
of the intluence of the national bourgeoisie upon the masses of 
the people, to the sharpening of the revolutionary crisis, to the 
iinleashiug of the agrarian revolution of the broad masses of the 
peasantry and to the creation of conditions favorable for the, 
establishment of the hegemony of the proletariat in the colonies an 
dependencies in the popular mass struggle for independence andl 
coniijlete national liberation. 

4, IMPEKIALISM AND THE DOWNFALL OF CAriTALISM 

Imperialism has greatly developed the productive forces oi^ 
world capitalism. It has completed the preparation of all the^ 

/material pre-requisites for the socialist organization of society. 

^^''fiyits v/ars it has demonstrated that the productive forces of 
world economy, which have outgrown the restricted boundaries 
of imperialist States, demand the organization of economy on a 
world, or international scale. Imperialism tries to remove thiis 
contradiction by hacking a road with fire and sword towards a 
single world State-capitalist trust, which is to organize the whole 
world economy. This sanguinary Utopia is being extolled by the 
social-democratic ideologists as a peaceful method of newly 
"organized" capitalism. In reality, this Utopia encounters in- 
surmountable objective obstacles of such magnitude that capi- 
talism must inevitably fall beneath the weight of its ov/n con- 
tradictions. The law of imevcn development of capitalism, which 
becomes intensified in the epoch of imperialism, renders firm and 
durable international combinations of imperialist powers impos- 
sible. On the other hand, imperialist wars, which are developing 
into world wars, and by which the law of the centralization of 
capitalism strives to reach its world limit — a single world trust- 
are accompanied by so much destruction and place such burdens 
upon the shoulders of the working class and of the millions of 
colonial proletarians and peasants, that capitalism must in- 
evitably perish beneath the blows of the proletarian revolution 
long before this goal is reached. 

Being the highest phase of capitalist development, develop- 
ing the productive forces of world economy to enormous dimen- 
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,.on3, refashioning the whole world after its own image, 
nn e ialism draws within the orbit of finance-capi alist exploita- 
r arclmes, all races and all nation. At the sa.ne txme 
however, the monopolistic form of capital increasmgly develops 
elements of parasitical degeneration, decay and ded^ne o 
-uMtalism By destroving, to some extent, the dnvmg foice of 
it "on, by conducting a policy of cartel prices, and by haymg 
Sded maLry of the n^rket. monopoly cap.t^ rev^a s a 
tendency to retard the further development of he f^^^e^ ^* 
p oductL. In squeezing enonnous sums of surplus profeoutv, 
o the millions of colonial workers and peasants and nr accumu- 
lating colossal incomes from this exploitation, UBpenahsm is / 
creating a type of decaying and parasiticaly degenerate rentier- j 
cass as weU as whole strata of parasites who live by chppingj 
oup;ns. While completing the process of creating tl- -W 
pre requisite for socialism (the concentration of means of pro 
duct ct the enormous socialization of labor, the growth of labor 
organizations), the epoch of imperialism mtensifies the an^^- 
oisms among the Xreat Powers" and gives r.se to wars whic 
cause the break-up of single world economy. _ Impenalism is 
therefore moribund and decaying capitalism. It is the final stage 
of development of the capitalist system. It ^ the threshold of 
world social revolution. 

Hence, international proletarian revolution logically emerges 
out of the conditions of development of capitalism generally, anri 
ou of its imperialist phase in particular. The cap.ta l.st system 
as a whole is approaching its final collapse. The ff-^<;fn>] 
of finance capital is perishing to give way to the dutatorslnp of J 
the proletariat. 



II. Tte General Crisis of Capitalism and the First 
Phase of World Revolution 

I. THE WORLD WAR AND THE PROGRESS OF THE 

REV0LUTIO^fARY CRISIS , 

^HE fmperialist struggle among the largest capitalist States for-' 
the redistribution of the globe led to the first imperialist 
world war 19x4-1918). This w.r shook the whole syL,. of 
world capitalism and marked the beginning of the period of i^s 
general ^^. j, bent to its serviceThe emire natio^a^ economy 

4a te c f r""- '°""'"^^' *'"^ "^''"^ '"^^ mailed fist "r 
State capitalism; it increased unproductive expenditures to enor- 
mous dimensions, destroyed enormous quantities of the m^nV 
of production and human labor power, ruined large mass's " 
he popuktion and imposed incalculable burdens upon the ndus 
^al workers, the peasants and the colonial peoples It inevitably 
led to the intensification of the class struggle, which grew in o 

front was broken at its weakest link, in Tsarist Russia The. 
February revolution of 1917 overthrew the domination of the 
autocracy of the big land-owning class. The October revoMon 
overthrew the rule of the bourgeoisie. This victorious prole . 
tanan revolution expropriated the expropriators, took the means 
of production from the landlords and the capitalists, and f^r the 

S Z ™ 'r™" '"'"^^ ''' "P ^"^ -"Bolidated the dictator 
ship of the proletariat in an enormous country, brought into beW 

ItelZ^'T T "' ^^'^ ^"^ '^'^ the foundations for be 
international proletanan revolution. 

The powerful shock to which the whole of world capitalism 
was subjected, the sharpening of the class struggle and the dirj^ 
mfluence of the October proletarian revolution gave rise o a 
series of revolutions and revolutionary actions on the Continent 
of Europe as well as in the colonial and semi-colonial countries 
January, 1918, the proletarian revolution in Finland; Aujist;. 

[18] 
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,018 the so-called -'rice-riots" in Japan; November, 1918, the"-, 
n^^olutois in Austria and Germany, which overthrew the s«™- 
f^udal monarchist regime; March, 1919. the proleUnan revo^- 
lion in Hungary and the uprising m Korea; April, 1919. the 
Ciet Government in Bavaria; January, 1920, the bourgeois- 
nadonal revolution in Turkey; September, 1920, the seizure of 
rfactories bv the workers in Italy; March, 1921. the rising of 
e advanced workers of Germany; September, 1923, the up- 
rising in Bulgaria; Autumn, 19.3, the ^l^'f^'^^^J"'"'''; 
Germany; December, 1924. the uprising in Esthonia , April, 192S. 
the uprising in Morocco; August, 1925. "pnsmg in Syria; May, 
.026 the general strike in England; July, 1927, the proletarian 
uLs ng in Vienna. These events, as well as events hke the 
uprisini in Indonesia, the deep ferment in India, the great 
Chines! revolution, which shook the whole Asiatic continent are 
links in one and the same international revolutionary chain, 
■ constituent parts of the profound general cns.s of capitalism 
This international revolutionary process embraced the immeaiate 
nrug-le for the dictatorship of the proletariat, as well as national 
wars of liberation and colonial uprisings against imperialism, which 
inseparably go together with the agrarian mass movement of mil- 
lions of peasants. Thus, an enormous mass of humanity was swept 
into the revolutionary torrent. World history entered a new 
phase of development-a phase of prolonged general cnsis of the 
capitalist -system. In this process, the unity of worid economy 
found eKpressioii in the international character of the revolution 
while the uneven development of its separate parts was expressed 
in the absence of simultaneity in the outbreak of revolution in the 
different countries. 

The first attempts at revolutionary overthrow, which 
sprang from the acute crisis of capitalism (1918-1921) ended 
in the victory and consolidation of the dictatorship of the prole- 
tariat in the U.S.S.R. and in the defeat of the proletariat in a 
number of other countries. These defeats were primarily due 
to the treacherous tactics of the social democratic and reformist 
trade union leaders, but they were also due to the fact that the 
majority of the working class had not yet accepted the lead of 
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the ConmiLinists and that in a number of important countries 
Communist Parties had not yet been established at ail. As a 
result of these defeats, which created the opportunity for inten- 
sifying the exploitation of the mass of the proletariat and the 
colonial peoples, and for severely depressing their standard 
of living, the bourgeoisie was able to achieve a partial stabiliza- 
tion of capitahst relations. 

2. THE REVOLUTIONARY CRISIS AND COUNTER-REVOLUTIONARY'' 

SOCIAL-DEMOCRACY 

During the progress of the international revohition, the 
leading cadres of the social democratic parties and of the re- 
formist trade unions on the one hand, and the militant capital- 
ist organisations of the Fascist type on the other, acquired 
special significance as a powerful counter-revolutionary force 
actively fighting against the revolution and actively supporting 
the partial stabilization of capitalism. 

The war crisis of 1914-1918 was accompanied by the dis- 
graceful collapse of the social democratic Second International 
Actnig m complete violation of the thesis of the "Communist 
Manifesto'' written by Marx and Engels, that the proletariat has 
no fatherland under capitalism and in complete violation of 
the anti-war resolutions passed by the Stuttgart and Easel 
Congresses, the leaders of the social democratic parties in the 
various countries, with a few exceptions, voted for the war 
credits, came out definitely in defence of the imperialist "fa- 
therland" (1. e.. the State organizations of the imperialist 
bourgeoisie) and mstead of combatting the imperialist war 
became its loyal soldiers, bards and propagandists (social- 
patnotism, which grew into social-imperialism). In the sub- 
sequent period, social den^ocracy supported the predatory 
treaties (Brest-Litovsk, Versailles); it actively aligned itself 
with the militarists in the bloody suppression of proletarian 
tipnsmgs (Koske); it conducted armed warfare against the first 
proletarian republic (Soviet Russia); it despicably betraved the 
victorious proletariat (Hungary); it joined the imperialist 
League of Nations (Albert Thomas, Paul Boncour. Vander- 
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vkle) ■ it openly supported the imperialist slave-owners aga.nkl 
colonial slaves (the Brit.sh Labor Party}; it actively sup- \ 
"■ted the most reactionary executioners o£ the ^vorkmg class \ 



iiorted the most reactionary c.>.ci.uLiut.^.^ ^. —^ ^ . 

uiaria, Poland); it took upon itself the mtiat^ve m secu. 
,n, tie passage of imperialist ''^^^^y:^^^^]^:^:^^^ ' 



X X^^ sXo^ the British proletariat; it hel^ and 
Si helping to strangle China and India (the MacDonald 
.,„.erument); it acts as the propagandist or the impena hs . 
League of Nations; it is capital's herald and organizer of the 
Mruggle against the dictatorship of the proletanat m the U. b^^ 
';.K. (Kautsky, Hilferding). ^"^ 

In its systematic conduct of this counter-revolutionary 
policy, social democracy operates on two flanks: the nght wmg 
„f social democracy, avowedly counter-revolutionary, is essen- 
li.l for negotiating and maintaining direct contact with the bour- 
geoisie: the left wing is essential for the subtle deception of the 
workers. While playing with pacifist and at times even with ^ 
r.-volutionan' phrazcs, "left wing" social dcmocr:;cy _m practice 
.-.cts against- the workers, particularly in acute and critical situa- 
tions (the British I.L.P. and the "left" leaders of the General f 
founcil during the general strike in 1926; Otto Bauer and Co.^ 
;U the time of the Vienna uprising), and is therefore the most 
dangerous faction in the social democratic parties. While serv- 
in.. the interests of the bourgeoisie in the working class and 
hetng wholly in favor of class co-operation and coalition with 
the bourgeoisie, social democracy, at certain penods, is com- 
pelled to play the part of an opposition party and even to 
pretend that it is defending the class interests of the proletariat 
in its industrial struggle, in order thereby to wm the confidence 
of a section of the working class and to be in a position more 
shamefully to betray the lasting interests of the working class, 
particularly in the midst of decisive class battles. 

The principal function of social democracy at the present 
time is to disrupt the essential militant unity of the proletariat 
in its ^tru^-'le against imperialism. In splitting and disrupting 
the united front of the proletarian struggle against capital, social 
democracy serves as the mainstay of imperialism in the working 
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class. Intel national social democracy of all shades; the Secoti 
International and its trade union branch, the Amsterdam Feden 
tion of Trade Unions, have thus become the last reserve o 
bourgeois society and its most reliable pillar of support. 

J 3. THE CRISIS OF CAPITALISM AND FASCISM 

Side hy side with social democracy, with whose aid th 
bourgeoisie suppresses the workers or lulls their class vigilam 
stands Fascism. 

The epoch of imperialism, the sharpening of the cla 
struggle and the growtli of the elements of civil war — particJ 
larly after the imperialist war — ^led to the bankruptcy of par- 
liamentarism. Hence, the adoption of "new" methods and forms 
of administration (for example, the system of inner cabinets, 
the formation of oligarchical groups, acting behind the scenes, 
the deterioration and falsification of the function of "popular j 
representation," the restriction and annulment of "democratic 
liberties/' etc.). Under certain special historical conditions, the 
progress of this bourgeois, imperialist, reactionary oifensive 
assumes the form of Fascism. These conditions are: instability 
of capitalist relationships ; the existence of a considerable declassed 
social element, the pauperization of broad strata of the urban 
petty bourgeoisie and of the intelligentsia; discontent among the 
rural petty-bourgeoisie and, finally, the constant menace of mass 
proletarian action. In order to stabilize and perpetuate its rule, 
the bourgeoisie is conipelied to an increasing degree to abandon 
the parliamentary system in favor of the Fascist system, which 
IS mdependent of inter-party arrangements and combinations. 
The Fascist syst em is a system of direct dictatorship, ideolog- 
ically rrSsl^ecT^ the ''national idea" and representation of the 
"professions" (in reality, representation of the various groups 
of the ruling class). It is a system that resorts to a peculiar 
form of social demagogy (anti-semitism, occasional sorties 
against usurers' capital and gestures of impatience with the 
parliamentary "talking shop") in order to utilize the discontent 
of the petty bourgeoisie, the intellectuals and other strata of 
society, and to corruption — the creation of a compact and well 



laid hierarchy of Fascist units, a party apparatus and a ^ureau- 
!ticv ^t the same time, Fascism strives to permeate the work= 
Inr class by recruiting the most backward strata of workers to 
U. ranks, by playing upon their discontent, by taking advantage 
,.l the inaction of social democracy, etc. The yrn^^Slt^^S^ , 
l.-iscism is to destroy the revolutionary., labor vanguard^^^Le. \ 
,lic Communist Sections and leading ui.ii. of the prolctanat:^ne \ 
cBmBm^n of social democracy, corruption and active white \ 
terror In conjunction with extreme imperialist aggression m the I 
sphere of foreign politics, are the characteristic features ot 
fascism. In periods of acute crisis for the bourgeoisie. Fascism I 
resorts to anti-capitalist phraseology, but, after it has established / 
il.elf at the helm of State, it casts aside its anti-capitalist rattle^/ 
and discloses itself as a terrorist dictatorship of big capital. 

The bourgeoisie resorts either to the. metlw^ oJ_Fasci^m or 
10 the method of ^^tinn with social democracy according to 
the changes in the political situation; while social democracy 
itself often plays a Fascist role m periods when the situation 
is critical for capitalism. 

In the process o£ development social democracy reveals 
l^ascist tendencies which, however, does not prevent it, in other 
political situations, from acting as a sort of Fronde against the 
bourgeois government in the capacity of an opposition party 
The Fascist method and the method of coahtion with social 
democracy, are not the methods usually employed in ^normal 
capitalist conditions; they are the symptoms of the general 
capitalist crisis, and are employed by the bourgeoisie m order 
to stem the advance of the revolution. 

4 THE CONTRADICTIONS OF CAPITALIST STAEILIZATIQIC ANC 
THE INEVITABILITY OF THE REVOLUTIONARY COLLAPSE OF 

CAPITALISM 

Experience throughout the post-war historical period has 
shown that the stabilization achieved by the repression of the 
working class and the systematic depression of its standard ot 
livin" can be only a partial, transient and decaying stabihzation 



I 



24 



PROGRAMME OF THE COMMUNIST INTERNATIOWAL 



The Spasmodic and feverish development of technic 
huj'dering in some countries on a new technical revolution, th 
accelerated process of concentration and centralization of capita 
tlie formation of giant trusts and of "national" and "interna 
tional" monopolies, the merging of trusts with the State powe 
and the g-rowth of world capitalist economy cannot, howeve 
eliminate the general crisis of the capitalist system. The break- 
lip of world economy into a capitalist and a socialist sector, th 






shrinking of markets and the anti-imperialist movement in the 
colonies intensify all the contradictions of capitalism, which is 
developing on a new, post-war hasis, This very technical proj,-- 
ress and rationalization of industry, the reverse side of which, 
is the closing down and liquidation of numerous enterprises, the 
restriction of production, and the rutiiless and destructive ex- 
ploitation of labor power, leads to chronic unemployment on a 
scale never before experienced. The absolute deterioration of 
the conditions of the working class becomes a fact even in cer- 
tain highly developed capitalist countries. The growing competi- 
" tion between imperialist countries, the constant menace of war 
and the growing intensity of class conflicts prepare the ground 
for a new and higher stage of development of the general crisis 
of capitalism and of the world proletarian revolution. 

As a result of the first round of imperialist wars (the world 
war of 1914-1918) and of the October victory of the working 
class in the former Russian Tsarist Empire, world economy has 
been split into two fundamentally hostile camps: the 'camp of 
the imperialist States and the camp of the dictatorship of the 
proletariat in the U.S.S.R, The difference in class structure and in 
the class character of the governm.ent in the two camps, the 
fundamental differences in the aims each pursues in internal, 
foreign, economic and cultural policy, the fundamentally different 
courses of their development, brings the capitalist world into 
sharp conflict with the victorious proletarian State. Wilhin the 
framework of a formerly uniform world economy, two antag- 
onistic systems are now contesting against each other: the 
system of capitalism and the system of socialism. The class 
struggle, which hitherto was conducted in circumstances when 
the proletariat was not in possession of State power, is now 
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, , ,, , Hree.s.enc. 
only fatherland of the international proletariat ^"^ ^^^^ 

.,[ the Soviet Union and the influence it exercises upon the todmg 
.ud oppressed masses all over the world is in itself a most strik- 
ing expression of the profound crisis of the worM capitaU^ 
..vstem and of the expansion and intensification of the class 
• tiu^-le to a degree hitherto without parallel m history. 
^ ^fhe capitalist world, powerless to eliminate its inherent 
, .ntradiction., strives to estabUsh '^^^^''^f'^'^^^'^^^'^^^^^^^ 

Nations) the main purpose of which is to retard the 



lirfSSe growth of the revolutionary crisis and ^^ strangle h^^ 
Soviet Proletarian Republics by war or blockade._ At the same 
lime, all the forces of the revolutionary proietanat and of the 
oppressed colonial masses are rallying around tlie U.S.S R^ i e 
world coalition of Cai'ital, unstable, internally corroded, but 
,nir^d to the teeth, is confronted by a suigle world coahtion ot 
\ ahor Thus, as a result of" the first round of imperialist wars 
a new. fundamental antagonism has arisen of world historica 
scope and significance ; the antagonism between the U.S.b.K, ana 

(he capitalist world. -^ t- *. 

X Meanwhile, the inherent antagonisms withm the capitalist 
sector of world economy itself have become intensified. The| 
shifting of the economic centre of the world to the United btates 
of America and the fact of the ''Dollar Republic^ having become 
a worid exploiter have caused the relations between United States 
and European capitalism, particularly British capitalism, to be- 
come strained. The conflict between Great Britain— the most 
innverful of the old, conservative imperialist States and the 
United States— the greatest of the young imperialist States, 
wliich has already won world hegemony for itself, is becoming 
Ihe pivot of the world conflicts among the finance capitalist States. 
Germany, though plundered by the Versailles Peace, is now eco- 
nomically recovered; she is resuming the path of impenahst 
politics, and once again she stands out as a senous competitor 
in the worid market. The Pacific is becoming involved m a 
I angle of contradictions which centre mainly around the antago- 
nism between America and Japan. Simultaneously, the antago- 
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nism of interests among: the unstable and constantly changi«i»i|><irialism has put a number of small nations under its heel, the 
groupings of powers is increasing, while the minor powers serMnalional question is a factor that intensifies the inherent contra- 
as the auxiliary instruments in the hands of the imperialist gianj'li' I'otis of capitahsm. 

and their coalitions. I Finally* the revolutionary crisis is inexorably matunng m 

% The growth of the oroductive canr^rifv nf th^ Inrl.^cft^'l.i... vr^rv r^ntres of imoeriaUsm-: the capitalist offensive against 



T?^ The growth of the productive capacity of the industri 
apparatus of world capitalism, at a time when the Europe 
home markets have shrunk as a re&ult of the war, as the result . 
the Soviet Union's dropping out of the system of purely capitali 

intercourse and of the dose monopoly of the most importa 



ery centres of imperiahsm-: the capitalist offensive against 
/orking class, the attack upon the workers' standard of hv- 
liij^^ upon their orga 



lilir: working class, the attack upon ...^ .v-...^.w 

llnj^^ upon their organizations and their political rights, and the 
L.wth of white terror, rouse increasing resistance on the part 
I". ,1.- u A *v.^T^«= «f fVi^ nrnlpfjiHat and intensify the class 



r>i the broad masses of the proletariat and intensify .— 

L niggle between the working class and: trustified capital. The 



.wing to the left of the masses, the growm in me nuiut^n^c ^..y. 

inlhority of the Communist Parties; the enormous grovrth of 

smpathy of the broad masses of'i workers for the land of the 

Moletarian dictatorship---all this is a clear symptom of the rise 

.1 ii new revolutionary tide in the centres of imperialism. 

Thus, the system of world imperialism, and with it the 
.nrtial stabilization of capitalism, is being corroded from various 
: Firs., the antagonisms and conflicts between the impe- 



sources of raw material and fuel, leads to ever-widenino- coJ^i niggle between the working class and: trustified capital. The 
flicts between the capitalist States. The "peaceful" struggle folrn'at battles fought between Labor and Capital, the accelerated 
oil, rubber, cotton, coal and metals and for a redistribution oEwing to the left of the masses, the growth in the influence^and 

markets and spheres for the export of capital is inexorably leadJ - - - - --^i^ 

mg to another world war, the destructiveness of which will -in- 
crease in proportion to the progress achieved in the furiously 
developing technic of war. 

^- Simultaneously, the antagonisms between the imperialist 
home countries und^ the colonial and semi-colonial countries ard 

growing. The relative weakening of European imperialism as iiauses: ru^^y uic anL^s^w.^...- «.. -^ 

result of the war, of the development of capitahsm in the coloniesl lialist States; second, the rising for the struggle of vast masses 
of the influence of the Soviet revolution and of the centrifugal! iu the colonial countries; third, the action of the revolutionary 
tendencies revealed in the premier maritime and colonial Empir^ proletariat in the imperialist home countries; and lastly, the 
— Great Britain, (Canada, Australia, South Africa) has helped' '—^'^"" ^-'^^-'^'^"^^ ^^^^ ^^^ whnle world revolutionary move- 
to stimulate the movement of rebellion in the colonies and semi- 
colonies. The great Chinese revolution, which roused hundreds, 
of millions of the Chinese people to action, caused an enormous 
breach in the imperialist system. The unceasing revolutionary 
ferment among hundreds of millions of Indian workers and 
peasants is threatening to break the domination of the world 
citadel of imperialism, Great Britain. The growth of tendencies 
directed against the powerful imperialism, of the United Sutes 
in the Latin American countries threatens to undermine the ex- 
pansion of North American capital. Thus, the revolutionary 
process in the colonies, which is drawing Into the struggle against 
imperialism the overwhelming majority of the worid's population 
that IS subjected to the rule of the finance-capital oligarchy of 
a few "Great Powers" of imperialism, also expresses the pro- 
found general crisis of capitalism. Even in Europe itself where 



states; seconu, liic naing j-^* i-**^ ■^'■•"&&"- — ■- 

colonial countries; third, the action of the revolutionary 
in.ni:iariat in the imperialist home countries; and lastly, the 
irgemony exercised over the whole worid revolutionary move- 
ment by the proletarian dictatorship in the U.S.S.R. The mter- 
iiational revolution is developing. 

Against this revolution, imperialism is gathering its forces. 
l-:xpeditions against the colonies, a new world war, a campaign 
n^^ainst the U.S.S.R. are matters which now figure prominently 
in the politics of imperialism. This must lead to the release 
t)[ all the forces of international revolution and to the .inevitable 
(loom of capitah,sm. 
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III. The Ultimate Aim of the Communist Intel 
national — World Communism 

npHE ultimate aim of the Communist International, to repla 
*■ world capitalist economy by a world system of Communis 
Communist society, the basis for which has been prepared by tb 
whole course of historical development, is mankind's only v/a 
out, for it alone can abolish the contradictions of the c;ipit;ilis' 
system which threaten to degrade and destroy the human race. 

Communist society will abolish the class division of society 
i. e., simultaneously with the abolitiyn of anarchy in production 
it will abolish all forces of exploitation and oppression of mat 
by man. Society will no longer consist of antagonistic classes ii 
conflict with each other, but will represent a united common 
wealth of labor. For the first time in its history mankind wi 
take its fate into its own hands. Instead of destroying innumei 
able human lives and incalculable wealth in struggles betweei 
classes and nations, mankind will devote all its energy to thi 
struggle against the forces of nature, to the development an^ 
strengthening of its own collective might. 

After abolishing private ownership in the means of produc 
tion and converting them into social property, the world syste: 
of Communism will replace the elemental forces of the worl 
market, of competition and the blind process of social produc 
tion, by consciously organized and planned production for tb 
purpose of satisfying rapidly growing social needs. With tli€ 
abolition of competition and anarchy in production, devastating 
crises and still more devastating wars will disappear. Instead oi 
colossal waste of productive forces and spasmodic development 
of society — there will be planned utilization of all material re- 
sources and painless economic development on the basis of tm- 
restricted, smooth and rapid development of productive forces. 

The abolition of private property and the disappearance of 
classes will do away with the exploitation of man by man. Work 
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will cease to be toiling for the benefit of a class enemy: mstead 
mF hdng merely a means of livelihood it will become a necessit)^ 
<>[ life: want and economic inequality, the misery of enslaved 
classes, and a wretched standard of life generally will disappear ; 
ih<: hierarchy created in the division of labor system will be 
.ibnlished together with the antagonism between mental and 
.nanual labor; and the last vestige of the social mequality of 
-..■xes will be removed. At the same time, the organs of class 
.|.,iniuation, and the State in the first place, will disappear also, 
Ibc State, being the enrbodiment of class domination, wdl die 
,mt in so far as classes die out, and with it all measures of coer- 
I ion will expire. 

With tlie disappearance of classes the monopoly of educa- 
lion in every form will be abolished. Culture will become the 
.irquirement of all and the class ideologies of the past will give 
place to scientific materialist philosophy. Under such circum- 
stances, the domination of man over man, in any form, becomes 
iiui^ossible, and a great field will be opened for the social selec- 
lion and the harmonious development of all the talents inherent 
ill humanity. 

In Communist society no social restrictions will be imposed 
ni>ou the growth of the forces of production. Private owner- 
sliip in the means of production, the selfish lust for profits, the 
iu-tilicial retention of the masses in a state of ignorance, poverty 
—which retards technical progress- in capitalist society, and un- 
productive expenditures will have no place in a Communist 
society. The most expedient utilization of the forces of nature 
mid of the natural conditions of production in the various parts 
of the wodd, the removal of the antagonism between town and 
country, that under capitalism results from the low technical 
li.'vc! of agriculture and its systematic lagging behind industry; 
die closest possible co-operation between science and technics, 
tlie utmost encouragement of research v/ork and the practical 
;i|iplication of its results on the widest possible social scale. 
planned organization of scientific work; the application of the 
H:ost perfect methods of statistical accounting and planned regu- 
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lation of economy: the rapidly growing social needs, which is _ 
most powerful internal driving; force of the whole system — ; 
these will secure the maximum productivity of social labor, wht 
in turn will release human energy for the powerful developmi 
of science and art. 

The development of the productive forces of world C 

munist society will make it possible to raise the well-being o: 
the whole of humanity and to reduce to a minimmn the tin' 
devoted to material production and, consequently, will enafa! 
culture to flourish as never before in history. This new cultui 
of a humanity that is united for the first time in history, and ha^ 
abolished all State boundaries, will, unHke capitalist culture, be 
based upon clear and transparent human relationships, Hence^ 
it will bury forever all mysticism, religion, prejudice and super- 
stition and will give a powerful impetus to the development o 
all-conqueringj scientific knowledge. 

This higher stage of Communism, the stage in which Com 
munist society has already developed on its own foundation, in 
which an enormous growth of social productive forces has ac-^ 
companied the manifold development of man, in which humanity 
has already inscribed on its banner: "From each according to his 
abilities; to each according to his needs!"— presupposes, as an 
historical condition precedent, a lower stage of development, the 
stage of socialism. At this lower stage, Communist society only 
just emerges from capitalist society and bears all the economic, 
ethical and intellectual birthmarks it has inherited from the 
society from whose womb it is just emerging. The productive 
forces of socialism are not yet sufficiently developed to assure a 
distribution of the products of labor according to needs: these 
are distributed according to the amount of labor expended. 
Division of labor, i. e., the system whereby certain groups per- 
form certain labor functions, and especially the distinction be- 
- tween mental and manual labor, still exists. CAlthough classes 
^ are abolished J) traces of the old class division oi society, and, 
consequently, remnants of the proletarian State power, coercion! 
laws, still exist. Consequently, certain traces of inequality, which 
have not yet managed to die out altogether, still remain. The 
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ntirngonism between town and country has not yet been entirely 
trmoved. But none of' these survivals of former society is 
Pi.^tccted or defended by any social force. Being the product 
o( ,1 definite level of development of productive forces, they will 
disappear as rapidly as mankind, freed from the fetters of the 
i.tj.ilalist system, subjugates the forces of nature, re-educates 
1 1 self in the spirit of Communism, and passes from socialism to 
M.tuplete Communism, 
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ry. The Period of Transition From Capitalism to 
Sociahsn. and the Dictatorship of the Proletariat 

BY THE PEOLETAEIAT 

ETWEEN capiHli,, „^„, „j Co„m„„i., socf.ty . „„i„j 
v™„. period of ™b S , "^"'"'"""fi^. ikere i .1» a„ i„,„. 

bourgeoisie- a oeriod nf . ^'f ^"^'^ ^'^^^ wars against the 
winch. althoulhTo? ^f- "^^^^ii^l --- and colonial rebellions 
social,- t ^:L"f Z-' ~i\ revohuioaary proletarian 

parts of the world proletarian r^vnl ,r P^"^''=™' constituent 
-Pitalist a^ socialist llonoZ an S^ ^ ''"°' '" ^''^'^■'' 

penod of fonr.ation of . IJnionl.f't^ZleT^i'^fTj ', 

1 ^ 






J 



b 



of 'caXlir"'S "' '^''''"^' development is an absoltUe law 
capuahsm. Th. unevenness is still ,.ore pronounced and 



rrss of's ;../ ,»o,„Ho„ .--.-"» J. t 

dictatorship of the proletariat. 

Bonr^.ais revolutions brought about the political l;beration 

oropriatinK classes, and the transference of power to a class ttial 
a msTt th! radical reconstruction of the economic ^oundatrons o 
society and the abolition of all exploitation of man by mar^ Ihc 
nol itkaldomination of the feudal barons all over the world was 
broken in aseries of separate bourgeois revolutions that extended 
oer a period of centuries. The international proletarian revolu- 

rj. ho'wever. although it will not be a -g^-^^^-^X^o 
hnt one extending over a whole epoch, nevertheless— tliaiiKs to 
S ZJts tha't now exist between the countries of the woHd, 
will accomplish its mission in a much shorter P--;^ °J '^^^^^ 
Onlv after the proletariat has achieved victory and con o.idated 
£ Jower all over the world will a prolonged period of intensive 
construction of world socialist economy set in. 

The conquest of power by the proletariat is a necessarj^ con- 
dition precedent to the growth of socialist forms of economy and 
dition P'^'^f °^™ ' ^^ 3^ DtQlfiteriat which changes its o^vn 

"^.'" • E.^~„ irito This 'process of transformation all other 
dasl^and thL ptpares th'e ground for the abolition of classes, 

altogether. 
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later 'fo/tl^'S^Lt ST'^'^V' ''^ ^-'--^-. -^ 

peasants is formed, under the fnt.ii ! , ? °^ '^'''"''^^^ a"' 
of the former, an a Jnce ;Sh ™ "' P°'''''^^' '^^^^'^^^ 
dictatorship of the proletariat ""' *''' ^^=^^ ^^r thJ 

The characteristic feature nf tv. ^ ■ ■ 
whole, is the ruthless .uppres io^of h ■""'"™ ^^""'^ ^= i 
iploiters, the organization of SocStf .' '''"''"'" '^^ *^ H 
fm^ of men and women in the =0^1 nf ^ ™r '°"' *' ^g^^ train] 
disappearance of dass.s On f to 1^"'^ ''*" ?"^ ^^^^^ual 
historical tasks are fulfilled wi[ sociel o'f tT\ '' """ ^''4 
l^ecome transformed into Communisl7ociety "" "''''"'^ 

Thus, the dictatorshin of fhp w^t-m t 

tml and vital condition prLeden toT . ^'"^''^''^^ '^ «" «sen. 

ytah-st economy to sociaHst'on'my m'TTf' ^'''^ ^^P'' 

jbe established only ,,h,n Z lirJ 7 '^■'^'^'''^''''^'P ^^" 

(achieved in certain'^coun es or rraun' 1 ""'"^"^ ^^^ l'^" 

newly established proletarhn ren„!r "^ countries, when tlie 

with the already ex^SToI arll'r ' Kr '"'° ^ '^^^'•^' ""'^ 

of such federations has .rown and T'^fT' ^''™ *^ ""™'^^'- 

which have emancipatedlcrselv sTrom :J "'V ^^^ ^°'°"'- 

'sm; when these federations of IlnK.^'^ >'°''"= °^ '"^Perial- 

/a World Union of S v et Lc a ft re'.' hr" '"^''^' ^■■'^^™ -^° 

/of mankind under the heLmoTv of^h^ " ""'*'"^ *^ ^^'^'^'^ 

^ organised as a State. ^""""^ ^^ ^^^ '"ternational proletariat 

I - JX?a;::i:^^^^^^^^^^^ .^oes „ct mean 

U by means'of a'paSLlt; Ltior^^'T,''? "^-•^^- 
resorts to every means of violence and ter^r /^ ''°"'---'^°-'-= 
strengthen its predatory propertv \nd ' , '^^'^'""^ ^"^ 

Like the feudal nobility 'oC "^ 'I'h '"' '^"'"^^'^"• 
abandon its historical position tofh . ''°"'-&«0'«e cannot 

-te and frantic -n j: ^cV S ^ilS 17;^ ^ ^ '^^^.^^- 
-n he suppressed only by the stern^^rc? ol tt p^^ ' 
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i he conquest of power by the proletariat is ^c^^ ovenhrow 
of bourgeois power, the destruction of the capitah.t Stale ap 
nlatusf bourgeois armies, police, bureaucratic h.eraichy, the \ 

Sry^^ p^^^^^^^^^^^^ etc), and ^-^^^^.^ ^^^^ 
organs o£ proletarian power, to serve pruuanly as mstrumentsj 

for the suppression of the exploUers. 

2. THE DICTATORSHIP OF THE PROLETARIAT AND ITS SOVIET 

FORM 
As has been shown by the experie,Ke of the October revolu- 
,ion of 1917 and by the Hungarian revolution, which im'^^asur- 
ably enlarged the experience of the Pans Comniune of 18/^ 
the most suitable form of proletarian state, is the Soviet State 
a newtpe of State, which differs in principle from the bourg^ s 
State not onlv in its class content, but also ,n its internal struc- 
ture. This is precisely the type of State which, emerging as t 
does directly out of the broadest possible mass movement of the 
toilers, secures the maMmum of mass activity and is, tonse- 
quently, the surest guarantee of final victor>-. H| 

The Soviet form of' State, being the highest form of ~1 
democracy, namely, proletarian democracy, is the wry opposite 
of bourgeois democracy, which is bourgeois dictatorship ma 
masked form. The Soviet State is the dictatorship of the prole- 
tariat, the rule of a single class-the proletariat. L^nlike bou - 
.eois democracy, proletarian democracy openly admits its c ass 
character and aims avowedly at the suppression ot the exp m eis 
in the interests of the overwhelming majority of the population 
It deprives its class enemies of political rights and, under special 
historical conditions, may grant the proletariat a number of tem- 
porary advantages over the diffused petty bourgeois peasantry 
in order to strengthen its role of leader. AVhile disarming and 
suppressing its class enemies, the proletarian State at the same 
time re'^rds this deprivation of political rights and partial re- 
striction of liberty as temporary measures in the struggle against 
the attempts on the part of the exploiters to defend or restore 
their privileges. It inscribes on its banner the motto: the prole- 
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tai-iat holds power not for the purpose of perpetuating it, nol 
for the purpose of protecting narrow craft and professional in- 
terests, but for the purpose of uniting the background and scat 
tered rural proletariat, the semi-proletariat and the toiHng peas 
ants still more closely with the more progressive strata of the 
workers, for the purpose of gradually and systematically over 
coming class divisions altogether. Being an all-embracing fom 
of the unity and organization of the masses under the leadershi 
of the proletariat, the Soviets, in actual fact, draw the broa„ 
masses of the proletariat, the peasants and all toilers into the 
struggle for Socialism, into the work of building up Socialism, and 
into the practical administration of the State; in the whole of 
their work they rely upon the working class organizations and 
practice the principles of broad democracy among the toilers tc 
a far greater extent and immeasurably closer to the masses than 
any other form of government The .r ight of electing and recall- 
i jng cIclegrLtes, tlie combination of the executive with tlie legis- 
hitive power, the electoral system based on a produciion and not 
^ on a residential qualification (election by workshops, factories,'! 
I etc.) — all this secures for the working class and for the broad 
I masses of the toilers who march under its hegemony systematic, 
J continuous and active participation in all public affairs — eco- 
,; nomic, social, political, miHtary and cultural — and marks the 
f sharp difference that exists between the bourgeois-parliamentary 
^ republic and the Soviet dictatorship of tlie proletariat. 

Bourgeois democracy, with Its formal equality of all citizens 
b eXore ^ the la w, is in reality based on a glaring material ^and eco- 
nomic mequality of classes. By leaving inviolable, defending and 
strengthening the monopoly of the capitalist and landlord classes 
in the vital means of production, bourgeois democracy, as far as 
the exploited classes and especially the proletariat is concerned, 
converts this formal equality before the law and these democratic 
rights and liberties— which in practice are systematically cur- 
tailed, into a Jundical^Jjction and, consequently, into a means for 
deceiving and enslaving the masses. Being the expression of the 
political domination of the bourgeoisie, so-called democracy is 
therefore capitalist democracy. By depriving the exploiting 



classes of the means of production, by placing the monopoly of J 
these means of production in the hands of the proletariat as th^ 
dominant class in society, the Soviet State, first and foremost- 
guarantees to the working class and to the toilers generally the 
mafenal conditions for the exercise of their rights by providing 
them with premises, public buildiings, printing plants, travelling 
facilities, etc. 

In the domain of general political rights the Soviet State, 
while depriving the exploiters and the enemies of the people of 
l>oIitical rights, completely abolishes for the first time all inequal- 
ity of citizenship, which under systems of exploitation is based 
on distinctions of sex, religion and nationality; in this sphere it 
establishes an equality that is not to be found in any bourgeois 
country. In this respect, also, the dictatorship of the proletariat 
steadily lays down the material basis upon which this equality 
may be truly exercised by introducing measures for the eman- 
cipation of women, the industrialization of former colonies, etc, 

Soviet democracy, therefore, is proletarian democracy, de- 
mocracy of the toiling masses, democracy directed against the 
exploiters. 

The Soviet State completely disarms the bourgoisie and 
concentrates all arms in the hands of the proletariat; it is the 
armed proletarian State. The armed forces under the Soviet 
State are organized on a class basis, which corresponds to the 
general structure of the proletarian dictatorship, and guarantees 
the role of leadership to the industrial proletariat. This organ- 
ization, while maintaining revolutionary discipline, ensures to, 
the warriors of the Red Army and Navy close, and constant \ 
contacts with the masses of the toilers, participation in the ad- ) 
ministration of the country and in the work of building up *' 
Socialism. 

3. THE DICTATORSHIP OF THE PROLETARIAT AND THE 
EXPROPRIATION OF THE EXPROPRIATORS 

The victorious proletariat utilizes the conquest of power as 
a lever of economic revolution, i. e. the revolutionary transfer- 
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mation of the property relations of capitalism into relationships! 
of the Socialist mode of production. The starting point of this! 
great econoinic revolution is the expropriation of the landlords 
and capitalists, i, e. the conversion of the monopolistic propertA 
of the bourgeoisie into the property of the proletarian State. j 
In this sphere the Communist International advances the f ol-j 
lowmg fundamental tasks of the proletarian dictatorship: 

A. Industry, Transport and Commimication Servic-es 

a) The confiscation and proletarian nationalization of all' 
large private capitalist undertakings (factories, works, mines and' 
electric power stations) and the transference of all State and 
municipal enterprises to the Soviets. ' 

b) The confiscation and proletarian nationalization of pri- 
vate capitalist railway, waterway, automobile and air transport 
services (commercial and passenger air fleet) and the trans- 
ference of all State and municipal transport services to the; 
hoviets. ' 



c) The confiscation and proletarian nationali£ation of pri- 
vate capitahst communication services (telegraphs, telephones 
and wireless) and the transference of State and municipal com- 
munication services to the Soviets, 

d) The organization of workers' management of industry 
The establishment of State organs for the management of in- 
dustry with provision for the close participation of the trade 
umons m this work of management. Appropriate functions to 
be guaranteed for the factory and works councils. 

e) Industrial activity to be directed towards the satisfaction 

of the needs of the broad masses of the toilers. The reorganiza- 
tion of the branches of industry that formerly served the needs 
of the ruling class (luxury, trades, etc.). The strengthening of 



,i,e branches of industry that will facilitate the development of 

.rriculture, with the object of strengthening the ties between 
industry and peasant economy, of facilitating the development oi 
'Mate farms, and of accelerating the rate of development of 
iKitional economy as a whole. 

B. Agriculture 

a) The confiscation and proletarian nationalization of all 
large landed estates in town and country (private, church, monas- 
lery and other lands) and the transference of State and municipal 
landed property including forests, minerals, lakes, rivers, etc, 
to the Soviets with subsequent nationalization of the whole of the 
l;md, 

b) The confiscation of all property utilized in production 
lu-longing to large landed estates, such as: buildings, machinery 
.nu! other inventorv, cattle, enterprises for the manufacture of 

i^ricultural products (large flour mills, cheese plants, dairy 

fiirms, fruit and vegetable di7ing plants, etc.). 

c) The transfer of large estates, particularly model estates 
jiiicl those of considerable economic importance, to the manage- 
Mient of the organs of the proletarian dictatorship and of the 
Soviet farm organizations. 

d) Part of the land confiscated fTom the landlords and 
.fillers, particularly where the land was cultivated by the peasants 
.m a tenant basis and served as a means of holding the peasantry 
in economic bondage,— to be transferred to the use of the peas- 
,n,lry (to the poor and partly also to the middle strata of the 
l^-asantry). The amount of land to be so transferred to be 
ih'lcrmined by economic expediency as well as by the degree of 
mressity to neutraU^e the peasantry and to win them over to 
tht' side of the proletariat; this amount must necessarily vary 
Hccording to the different circumstances. 
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e) Prohibition of buying and selling of land, as a means 
of preserving the land for the peasantry and preventing its 
passing; into the hands of capitalists, land speculators, etc Of- 
tenders against this law to be severely prosecuted. 

f) To combat usury. All transactions entailing terms of I 
bondage to be annulled. AH debts of the exploited strata of the 
peasantry to be annulled. The poorest stratum of the peasantry! 
to be relieved from taxation, etc. * 

g) Comprehensive State measures for developing the pro- j 
ductive forces of agriculture; the development of rural electri- 
hcation; the manufacture of tractors, the production of artificial 

thoroughbred stock on Soviet farms; the extensive organization 
of agricultural credits for land reclamation, etc, 

P h) Financial and other support for agricultural co-operation 

and for all forms of collective production in the rural district. 
(co-operative societies, communes, etc.). Systematic propaganda J 
m f^vor of peasant co-operation (selling, credit and supply cc^ 1 
operative societies) to be based on the mass activity of the I 
peasants themselves; propaganda in favor of the transition to I 
large-scale agricultural production which-owing to the un- ] 
doubted technical and economic advantages of large-scale pro- ] 
duction,~~provide the greatest immediate economic gain and also I 
a method of transition to Socialism most accessible to the broad I 
masses of the toiling peasants. I 

C. Trade and Credit I 

a) The proletarian nationalization of private banks (the I 
entire gold reserve, all securities, deposits, etc., to be transferred I 
to the Proletarian State) ; the proletarian State to take over I 
State, Municipal, etc., banks. I 
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b) The centralization of banking; all nationalized big banks 
to be subordinated to the central State bank. 

c) The nationalization of wholesale trade and large retail 
trading enterprises (warehouses, elevators, stores stocks of 
goods, etc.). and their transfer to the organs of the Soviet btate. 

d) Everv encouragement to be given to consumers' co- 
operatives as Representing an integral part of the distributing 
apparatus, while preserving uniformity in their system of work 
and securing the active participation of the masses themselves 
in their work. 

e) The monopoly of foreign trade. 

f) The repudiation of Sate debts to foreign and home 

capitalists. 

D. Conditions of Life, Labor, Etc. 

a) Reduction of the working day to seven hours, and to 
six hours in industries particularly harmful to the health of the 
workers. Further reduction of the working day and transition 
to a five-day week in countries with developed productive forces. 
The regulation of the working day to correspond to the increase 
of the productivity of labor. 

b) Prohibition, as a rule, of night work and employment 
ill harmful trades for all females. Prohibition of child labor. 
Prohibition of overtime. 

c) Special reduction of the work-day for the youth (a maxi- 
mum six-hour day for young persons up to 18 years of age). 
Socialistic reorganization of the labor of young persons so^ as 
tc^ combine employment in industry with general and pohtical 

('<lucation. 
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d) Social insurance in all forms (sickness, old a^e accident 
unemployment, etc.) at State expense (and at he expense of the 
owners of private enterprises where they still exist) insurance 
affairs to be managed by the insured theLelves. 

free 'iedi T'"''""''' T"'"'"' °^ ^^^^''^' '^^ organization of 
tree med cal service. To combat social diseases (alcoholism 
venereal diseases, tuberculosis, etc.). W"-onoiism, 

f) Complete equality between men and women before the 

laws, recognition of maternity as a social function; protection of 
mothers and infant.,. Initiation of social care and upbringW o 
mfants and children (creches, kindergarten, chUdr'en's Lmes. 

^^, K^A ^^^ff""^""' °f institutions that will gradually relieve 
the burden of house drudgery (public kitchens and laundries) 

Sir raTe btda^ "^^^ ^^^^ '^^ '^-°^^ -^ --' 

E. Housing 
a) The confiscation of big house property. 

of thVlJirSr °' ^°"'^"*^' '°"^^^ ^° ^^^ administration 
c) Workers to be removed to bourgeois residential districts. 

at the^dSosal of lih'^' P'"''' '"^ P"'"' "^""^^"^^ '° be placed 
*ii- me aispasal ot labor organizations, 

structioZ*"' """'"^ °"* "^ '" '"*™^'"^ P'-'^^™" °f house con- 

P. National and Colonial Questions 
of Jrl T" "'^^"^"i'i"" of the right of all nations, irrespective 



b) The voluntary unification and centralization of the military 
and economic forces of all nations, liberated from capitalism for 
I lie purpose of fighting against imperialism and for building up 
Sociaiist economy. ^-^ ^A.t^'-^^W 

c) Wide and determined struggle against the imposition of 
,my kind of limitation and restriction upon any nationality, nation 
or race. iComplete equality for all nations and races. 

d) The Soviet State to guarantee and support with all the 
resources at its command the national cultures of nations lib- 
erated from capitalism, at the same time to carry out a consistent 
proletarian policy directed towards the development of the con- 
tent of such cultures. ^-^ i,.-^^.;-T 

e) Every assistance to be rendered to the economic, political 
,uid cultural growth of the formerly oppressed ^'territories." "do- 
tninbns" and "colonies/^ with the object of transferring them to 
Socialist lines, so that a durable basis may be laid for complete 
national equality. 

f) To combat all remnatits of chauvinism, national hatred, 
race prejudices and other ideological products of feudal and cap- 
italist barbarism. 

G. Means of Ideological Influence 

a) The nationalization of printing plants. 
/ b) The monopoly of newspaper and book-publishing. 

c) The nationalization of big cinema enterprises, theatres, etc. 

d) The utilization of the nationaHzed means of "intellectual 
production" for the most extensive political and general educa- 
tion of the toilers and for the building up of a new Socialist culture 
on a proletarian class basis. 

1. THE BASIS FOR THE ECONOMIC POLICY OF THE PROLETARIAN 

DICTATORSHIP 

In carrying out all these tasks of the dictatorship of the pro- 
I'lariat, the following postulates must be borne in mind: 



f^ 
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diately in the more dev top d ^p S ' ^"^'^^ ^"^^"^ ■— 
c^ple of private property is deep rooW T' "'^^'"^ '^' P""" 

can only be brought abou graJmUv t ''"" "^ ^'^ *<= '^"^ 
transitional measures. S"^^^"^"/. by means of a series of 

artisans, handicraft, smaH an .1 ,'"*^^Pf^" (Peasants, small 
t«rers. etc.). Firstly, because henT ''"'''■ "'^^" "^^""^^^^ 
Ast nction between t£ property ^f ^hftT' "'"'' ^''=^" ^ ^'"" 
working for himself, who can Ih .?'" -"mn^odity producer 
the groove of Soc^S co "t'StZ . ^^f "^"^ '^^^^ht into 
^apualist exploiter, the Kqu daS of wh.ch '""^'^^ °^ *^ 
d.tion precedent for Socialist construction '^ '" '"'"''^' '^°"- 

Secondly, because the Drolpta,-;,f f. 
not have suiBcient organi.iit"; -IS""."""! P""^'"' "^^ 
'« the first phases of the chctator.L-n T ?°'''' Particularly 
^troyin,. capitalism and at the same '^^^^ '^' '^' P"^P°^^ ot de- 
w.th the smaller and medium indv^L"™-/" f "^^'^^ ■^""tact. 
Socialist , basis. These smaV inJ , ,"""' "^ Production on a 
peasant enterprises) w 11 bela^lTnt'^^^ ^ ^P^^^'^ 

ganuation of production and dTs"r So ^T'' '"^'^"^' -■" 
the powerful and systen,atic aid he nrn ""'j' -^'"^dually, with 
to organize them in all the var on o™ "^of"' n ^'-'^ "°^ ""^- 
Any attempt to break up their econ^ '^' enterprises, 

compel them to adopt coU ve^tSs TT '"'""'^ ^"'^ '' 
to harmful results. methods by force will only lead 

of prod.S:^ (t?S;?ranf f '^^^^ -r ^- °^ -^" -^ts 
small artisans, small shopVe^s et ^n' 'f'""^' ^"^^^^^-^ 
and economically backward countrSs J T''' ^^'"'"Colonics 
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necessary, in the lirst stage of development to prcser^^e to some 
L-xtent, market forms of ec-onomic contacts, the money system, C^ 
Vic The variety of prevailing economic forms (rangmg trom 
Socialist large scale industry to small peasant and artisan enter- 
l)rises). which unavoidably come into conflict with each other; the 
variety of classes and class groups corresponding to this vanety 
o£ economic forms, each having different stimuli for economic ac- 
Livity and conflicting class interests, and finally, the prevalence m 
;dl spheres of economic life, of habits and traditions mhented 
from bourgeois activity, which cannot be removed all at once,— 
all this demands that the proletariat, in exercismg its economic 
leadership, shall properly combine, on the basis of market rela- 
tionship, large-scale socialist industry with the small enterprises 
of the simple commodity producers, i. e., it must combine them 
in such a way as to guarantee the leading role to Socialist mdus- 
Li-y and at the same time bring about the greatest possible develop- 
ment of' the mass of peasant enterprises. Hence, the greater the 
weight of importance of scattered, small peasant labor m the gen- 
c-ral economy of the country, the greater will be the extent of 
tuarket relations, the smaller will be the significance of directly 
planned management, and the greater will be the degree to which 
ihe general economic plan will depend upon forecasts of uncon- 
Lt-oUable economic relations: On the other hand, the smaller the 
weight of importance of small production, the greater wiU be the 
l^roportioh of socialized labor, the m©re powerful will be the 
roncentrated and socialized means of production, the smaller wll 
he the extent of market relations, the greater will be the impor- 
tance of planned management as compared with uncoordinated 
management and the more considerable and universal will be the 
application of planned matiagement in the sphere of production 
and distribution. 

Provided the proletarian disctatorship carries out a correct 
class policy-i. e. provided proper account is taken of class^ 
lelationships.^^the technical and economic superiority of- large- 
scale socialized production, the centraHzation of all the most 
important economic key positions (industry, transport, large- 




scale agricultural enterprises hnnV. . ^ - 

proletarian State. planS ^a :aSe?t"y\a%'^"'^ "* ^^ 
power wielded by the State ;.nn. . industry, and the 

taxes, adnmnstrativ-e ie. sTation'and T ''. '■ "^^"'^ ^^"^^ ''"d^^'' 
^'er it possible continue'::;;:/"! ^'-'-a.ly), .^en- 

vate capital and the new lucr ' f "''' ^ *° '''^'°^g^ Pri- 

period of more or le.s Tree loZ '"'''*" *'"^' '"" ^'^^ 

emerge in town and c^J;^; ri'llell """''^^^ '•<^^^*-- 
commodity production fbi? farmpr= i i f ^y"'°P'"ent of simple 

by organizing peasant fafm ron ' '"''''^■. ^' '''' ^^^ ti^e, 
result of the growth of coTlective f ^°^"f "'" ""^' ^"^ ^^ ^ 
bulk of the peasant enterjr es ^ II t? ?' "°"°™^' *^^ ^-^^ 
the main channel of deXbi 9 ^f "'"'''"">' ^''•^^™ into 
capitalist forms and niethods oTeSno^ ""•- '''''' °"^^^dly 
«P with market relations (^onev form f '"*^ *'"' ^^^ '^^""d 
for labor in money, bnyinrand sellh ^ °^^«°""t-g. P^y^ent 
serve as levers for the SoLi,=? . f ' "''^'^ ^"^ banks, etc ) 
to an increasing degt se/v 1 T' "r'^' '"^''f^ - '^eJ 
-erprise. i. e. the^Soci:S^SorSti5°"^'^^* '^''^ "^ '^ 

Thus provided the ^+af,» ^..- • 
relations under the prokLrian dt't T ^ '°'''''"' P'^'^'^^' "^^rket 
•n.the process of the' otS devdSment 7 .''f''"^ ^^'^'^^'^^^ 
private capital, by changbe thlT ^ ''''P'"^ ^^^ dislodge 

-What time the^neana'Jp^Sucdon h" "' ^^"^"^ «~', 
centralized and concentrated in the ., ?°'"' "'°'' ^"d more 
State-they help to ^^.^.^^tj;:. j^S^^^ 

- P-^d^ml^S^^-^'^-^ intervention, and 
of the proletariat, the necessr^ "^"'"'' ''^^ dictatorship 

economic policy ''»C C SS^"" f^^.war-Commtmis? 

i_^ small producers. 
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whic h results in a d in iinut ion of the pr oductive Jorccs^oX the 
^o^^r ™7^dky~^r^^W^rT^mS^^ It under^ 

mines the material basis of the strata of the population m the 
country that are hostile to the working class, secures a rational 
distribution of .the available supplies and facilitates the mihtary 
stru-ffle of the proletarian dictatorship— which is the historical 
justtftcation of this policy-nevertheless, cannot be regarded as 
the "normal" economic policy of the proletarian dictatorship. 



o- 



niCTATORSHlP OF THE PROLETARIAT AND THE CLASSES 



The dictatorship o£ the proletariat is a c-ontinuation of the 
class struggle under new conditions. The dictatorship of the 
proletariat is a stubborn fight— bloody and bloodless, violent and 
peaceful military and economic, pedagogical and admmistrative^x 
—against the forces and traditions of the old society, against 
external capitalist enemies, against the remnants of the exploit- 
ing classes within the country, against the upshoots of the new 
bourgeoisie that spring up on the basis of still prevailing com- 
modity production. 

After the civil war has been brought to an end the stub- 
born class struggle continues in new forms, primarily, in the 
form of a struggle between the survivals of previous economic 
systems and fresh upshoots of them on the one hand, and So- 
cialist forms of economy on the other. The forms of the struggle 
undergo a change at various stages of Socialist development, 
and in the first stages, the struggle, under certain conditions, 
may be extremely severe. 

In the initial stage of the proletarian dictatorship, the pol- 
icy of the proletariat towards other classes and social groups 
within the country is determined by the following postulates: 

I. The big honrgeoisle and the landowfiers, a section of the 
of^cer corps, the higher command of the forces, and the higher 
bureaucracy— who remain loyal to the bourgeoisie and the land- 
lords—are consistent enemies of the working class against whom 
ruthless war must be waged. The organising skill of a certain 
section of these strata may be utibzed, but as a rule, only after 
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ranks of which weS c osel' hXh ' ''"'7^ "^^ «'^ '''Sl'-- 
apparatus of capital, the profetaS T^ ^^''l *^^^ =°"^n^ndi,.g 
every con„ter-rev-olmio„aract.n ont ' ™'""^'^' suppressing 
of the intelligentsia. n,ust at t^ "same ttr'" "' ^°^'''^ ^^^''-^l 
the necessity of utilizing this skilled In /'^' consideration to I 
/■ Socialist construction; ftZst^T. T ^°'" ^°^ *^ ^°'k of ' 

\towarcIs the proletarian re^oS' "^[n^ T" '\'^' '""'<^'^' 

technical and cultural persDectivr^'f ^ .'V.^*^"'"^ the economic, 

ut..ost social linAs. the S£ , °LS°"^'-^ construction to k 

the technical intelIige„tsia^o S s'de s h-^f ™^''^^"^ -'« °ver 

tariat, to win over all fhe eSoTterf '" f ^fg"="'furaI prole- 
countryside. The victorious pr£rf. '°''"'^ ^'''^^^ °f the I 
/tions between the variot^s .roulf "'"'' '^'■^" ''"^^ ^istinc 
f their relative importance ai.T'^, °"^ *^^ Peasantry, weigh 
-tyless and seWirS-'S "'!'" '"^•"^ ^"PP°rt ta the prl- 

t'--ferringtothen.'a : 'o^I^lrt.'' f= peasantry'Ty 
owners and by l^dpi' them in t,! f''^" ^™«^ '^^ big land- 
capital, etc. Moreovfr, iTe I^ZJT'''' '^^^^"^^ "-rer's 
'"'ddle strata of the p;asantrv f > "'"'' "^^'■^"^^ the 

^ .^htest opposition on Spit of th "%"'^"^^ ^"PP^^^ the 
ally themselves with theLndil,? "f'^^ bourgeoisie who 

«n,es consolidated and Soc £ ™ , ^' ''' dictatorship be- 
Jetariat mnst proceed f romTe tr" r"''°" '''''''^'' ^'^M>ro- 
of dtirabie alliance wiTth T' 7 "' r"*'"^''=^^«™ to a policy 
, 'nust not adopt the v tpXTr:.' ""'"^ P"-^'-*"*'"^' I^"^ 
The dictatcrsiip of t e p^att ^""r "T' ^" ^"^ ^--• 

»--ers alone are capab^ Of *^:S;£^X'trt^*;S 
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toilers. On the other hand, while representing the rule of a 
single class, the dictatorship of the proletariat at the same time 
represents a special form of class aUiance between the proletariat, 
as the vanguard of the toilers, and the numerous non-proletanan 
sections of the toiling masses, or the majority of them. It re- 
presents an alliance for the complete overthrow of capital, for 
the complete suppression of the opposition of the bourgeoisie and 
its attempts at restoration, an alliance aiming at the complete 
building up and consolidation of Socialism. 

4 The petty urban bourgeoisie, which continuously wavers 
between extreme reaction and sympathy for the proletariat, must 
likewise be neutralized and, as far as possible, won over to 
the side of the proletariat. This can be achieved by leaving to 
them their small property and permitting a certain measure of 
free trade, by releasing them from the bondage of usurious credit 
and by the proletariat's helping them in all sorts of ways in 
the struggle against all and every form of capitalist oppression. 

6. MASS ORGANIZATIONS IN THE SYSTEM OF PROLETARIAN 

DICTATORSHIP 

In the process of fulfilling these tasks of the proletarian 
dictatorship, a radical change takes place in the tasks and func- 
Hons of the mass organd^ations, particularly of the labor organ- 
isations. Under capitalism, the mass labor organizations, m 
which the broad masses of the proletariat were origmally organ- 
ized and trained, i. e. the trade (industrial) unions, serve as the M 
principal weapons in struggle against trustified capital and its » 
State. Under the proletarian dictatorship, they become trans- 
formed into the principal lever of the State; they become trans- 
formed into a school of Communism, by means of which vast 
masses of' the proletariat are drawn into the work of Socialist 
management of production; they are transformed into organiza- 
tions "directly connected with all parts of the State apparatus, 
influencing all branches of its work, safeguarding the permanent 
and day to day interests of the working class and fighting against 
bureaucracy in the departments of the State. Thus, in so far 
as they promote from their ranks leaders in the work of con- 
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ably ar,se.s as a result of t^Zt"^ bnrcaucr.cj, ^hich inevit- 
o the proletariat and of thrinadeo-T ' '"'^"'"^'^^ =^«^" 

he masses, the trade union b co^ tt'h M^' development of 

tanan economic and State cgaS^t: a w£r °' ^'^ ^"'^ 
Notwithstanding rpfnrmi>:t t,*-^ • 

'»'"or role and in the S^nlTZvtL^°'''^t''' ^^^^ ^ ^^O' 

system not infrcquentl/dei^eratet"'' °^' "'^ "P''^''^' 
«p«ahs,„. Under the dictftorshin ' 1 '"'''" ^i^P-^^^^^ of 
these organizations can and Z f b. P^^'^t^n'^t. however, 

un.ts of the distributing Apparatus ' ''' '"°'' ""P^^ant 

^.^. -SsC^r-j-^^2-^^^..««...^^ (-H- 

ntent and provided a systematic sS', ""'^" ^^^^^ "^"^ge- 
he capitalist elements. Ld th redfv h" ?""^ °" ^'^'^' 
toders wlio follow the lead nf tK T^ '"^^ '"^^^es of the 
P-t in their work, canld mu t'be"' '^'" ^ '■-»3' -''- 
orgamzational means for uIS^VT""^ °"' "^ '^'« P^ncipai 
extent that they were able to ml I th"" '"' '^""^'^^ ^o ti 
cap.tahsm, co-operative peasTn l? ' "'"''^"""^ ^^ all under 
ransformed into capitalist eerpSTl """'^''^ '^^^^ 
upon capitalist industry, capital fbanl' '^ ^'^'"'^ ^"^P^d*^"* 

nom.c environment. Under d e diet" orT T\'"P'*^'"' «'=°- 
however, such enterprise, devdnn ^ 'P ^^ '^^ proletariat 
-ia.onships. depend upon pSeSn^' ' f "^"^"^ ^^^^"" "^ 
'•anks. etc. Thus, provided the prolet. " . ''^'' P^'^^^rian 

policy, provided the class stru^rf ° ' "''"'^^ °"' ^ Proper 

a.-"st the capitahst elements oS'' /^''"f^''""^"^ --'«=^ed 
operahve organizations, and provS S^'" T' '' '""'^^ *'^« '^O' 
'ts p,dance over it, agricXra, tn . ''* '"'^"'*^y ^^^'•^'se-^ 

[of the principal lever; ffrtTs2ial°7r''r ""' ^^^"^^ -^ 
»-^vuation of (he countryside XTth ^ " °™'''"''*" ^"^ <^°ltec- 



hotbeds of counter-revolutionary activity and sabotage against^ 
the work of economic construction of the workers' revolution. 

In the course of this miUtant and constructive work, car- 
ried on through the medium of these multifarious proletarian 
organizations— which should serve as effective levers of the 
Soviet State and the Hnk betw^een it and the masses of all strata 
of the working class— the proletariat secures unity of will and 
action and exercises this unity through the medium of ihe Com- 
munist Party, which p!(^ys the Icadimj role in the system of the 
proletarian dictatorship. 

The party of the proletariat relies directly on the trade 
unions and other organizations that embrace the masses of the 
workers, and ilirough these, relies on the peasantry (Soviets, 
co-operative societies, Young Communist League, etc.) ; by 
means of these levers it guides the whole Soviet system. The 
proletariat can fulfill its role as organizer of the new society only 
if the Soviet Government is loyally supported by all the mass 
organizations ; only if class unity is maintained, and only under 
the guidance of the Party. 

7. THE DICTATORSHIP OF THE PROLETARIAT AND THE CULTURAT. 

REVOLUTION 

The role of organizer of the new human society presiipposes 
that the proletariat itself will become cul^rdl^^^n^rj^ that it 
will transform its own nature, that it will continually promote 
from its ranks increasing numbers of men and women capable 
of mastering science, technics and administration in order to build 
up Socialism and a new Socialist culture. 

Bourgeois revolution against feudalism presupposes that a 
new class has arisen in the midst of feudal society that is cul- 
turally more advanced than the ruhng class and is already the 
dominant factor in economic life. The proletarian revolution, 
however, develops under other conditions. Being economically 
exploited, politically oppressed and cxilturally downtrodden un- 
der capitalism, the working class transforms its own nature only 
in the course of the transition period, only after it has c-onquered 
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gamed experience i„ gi'f Zl.TT'' '"'^ ^'^ afte^it has 
awakening of Com^.nirLTct^^^^^f -^-- ^he n^ass' 
rtself, calls for a ,nass chmiqe ofZT' '^"'^ ''^ Socialism. 
achieved only i„ the coursT nf 1 " '"^"''"' ^'^'=^ «n be 

.solution. H^ee. revout on is n^o ',"''"' ™"-"t' '" -■ 
- no other way of o.,ZZC tS^rr' '^^^"^'^ "-- 
cause, only in the process of revnl!- "^ ^'^'^' "^"t also be- 

aWe to purge itsel? of Se d'sTofT'of^ '"^f"''--™^ clal 
capable of creating a new society "^'^ ''''^"=*>' ^"^' l^-™™«- 

^"cti^,Sr"LS^:f -7fx - -^ — ^ - p- 

oly of education, that is, it mtt S'°^ ''^^ '"P"'^"^* i™„op. 

^chools from the elen^entary sXds to%r''""°" "' '''" '1^- 

Parhcularly important for the proSarL ^ T"^""''^'''- It is 

the working class as «^,^^, in^t f *'^'" "^^^I^ers of 

g'neers, technicians, organi/ers ete , "" n^' P^^'^^'^'io" (en^ 

of mihtary alTairs, scieLe. art tc' ^^tf ^" ^'^ ^p''«^^ 

stands the task of raisins- th7 , ^'"^'^' ^'th this work 

tctarian masses, of iSiS theT rr^'r' ''^^^' ^f '^- X 

I'en- general standard of IlVSe^^^^^^^^^^ of raiL^ 

'"g them in the methods of ™W,V 1 , '',^""^' ^'""' of tr«n 

of combating the survivaL'"? boTrl '"' ^^'"--t'-ation. and 

prejudices, etc. °* bourgeois and petty-bourgeois 

Only to the extent that th^ > 
own ranks a body of men ^n , ^''^'"^"at promotes from its 
'■key positions" of SocSl t colT""" '"^^^'^ <^f occupy™" the 
f ^ body grows, and d :^TneSnr' ™i^ *^ ^"^^ -'-t'^th ' 
ciass mto the process of re™i 2'^ ''"'"''"' "^ "« ^ori<i„. 
and gradually obliterates CISTZ:!:^^''^' t-sfcrmatiof 
"" advanced" and a "backward" f.' *^ proletariat into 
created for successful SociSS coiS ''ct'" "" *'^ ^"'^-"^=^^^ ^"^ 
cratic decay and class degeneracy ' "^'"'-^^ '^"'"^='"- 

However, in the process nf . , • 
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,„marily the numerous V^y-^-J^^:^Zl:JX "y 
oantry and especially the toilmg ^-""^^^ °^^, ^^^^^ ^ 7,\!Ltion 

.ffecUng the wde ma.ses .. *» '™ °' ''', ,^^ ' i,. The 
work on the basis of scientific matenalism. 

S THE STRUGGLE FOR THE WORLD DICTATORSHIP OF THE 
'p.Ol"tARi" ... THE P.IKCIPAL TVPES 0. REVOLUTIONS 

The international proletarian ^--^^^^^^XTacfer -'pS 
bination of processes which vary in ^^^ XZ^^'^^^^^c 
proletarian revolutions ; revolutions ° ^J^^^^f 

^^pe which grow into Vr^^^^ZT^t^^Jrslnp of tUe 
liberation; colonial revolutions. ^ '^/ 'J ^™ j ^^^ .evolutionary 
FroJetariai comes only as the final result ot me 

process. , 

The uneven development of capitalism, which became more 
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-Pif^ii.:n in different '— -™^A. 

conditions of th„ , countries, and to , 

'ending to tJ°e rfW "'"'' P^^^ throu4 'er.? """^'"^''y' ^^^ al 
.j^j -^"cia/ist construction "^ ^"st adopt] 

Auierica'"rr "^ '''^''^^ developed ca*,-f r 

d-tive foSr^' G-^t ^ :ff-«, (United States of 

production S;,'f'^ T''-^'^"^^^^ P'oictio?"^ •^r^'-^"' P«- 

transition to th^ /'^"cal demand of tW „ ^'^ countries 

sphere, th *' t 'T°''^^^'> °f the p oili?!"^?"^'-^ « direc 

"- whoie afttS:*?''^ denfandfaT: e^" *'^^'=™-- 

"^^ff State SoSt £„ f "^f,'-^; organisation of'fT'"'"" '^^ 

-■'malj portion of th^ i ? '"^' '" contrast Tc. 2- ^^'^^ n"-"^ 

""serous sSis r'^^^^'. ^'^^ ^«l£ coir?^''^'-"' ^^P-"- 
possessing, to a p! . ^ ^enii-feudal rektio^! '' '*'-^' having 

^« «*^--. ther „:rt'"" '° s°^^'-t Sir* '"^ ^-- 

i^iJl have a ul ^ ''^ ^^^P^^ '>f proJetarf? " ^" P^^^^'We. 

«"■ Hence T^l "''"'^^^ "^ bour^I ,/ ' ^^^'^'"tions which 

' process of transition 



THE PERIOD OF TRANSITION 



55 



from the democratic dictatorship of the proletariat and pea- 
santry to the Socialist dictatorship of the proletariat; where the 
kevokitioti develops directly as a proletarian revolution it is 
l^rcsumed that the proletariat exercises leadership over a broad 
iigrarian peasant movement. In general, the agrarian revolution 
plays a most important part in these countries, and in some cases 
a decisive role; in the process of expropriating large landed 
[property a considerable portion of the confiscated land is placed 
;it the disposal of the peasantry; the volume of market relations 
prevailmg after the victory of the proletariat is considerable; the 
task of organizing the peasantry along co-operative lines and 
later, of combining them in production, occupies an important 
place among the tasks of Socialist construction. The rate of this 
construction is relatively slow. 

Colonial and semi-colonial countries (China, India, etc) and 
dependent countries (Argentina, Brazil, etc.), having the rudi- 
ments of and in some cases considerably developed nidustry, 
but in the majority of cases inadequate for independent Socialist 
construction; with feudal medieval relationships, or "Asiatic 
mode of- production" relationships prevailing in their economics 
industrial, commercial and banking enterprises, the principal 
industrial^ commercial and banking enterprises, the principal 
means of transport, the large landed estates (latifundia), planta- 
tions, etc., are concentrated in the hands of foreign imperialist 
groups. The principal tasks in such countries are, on the one 
hand, to light against feudalism and the pro-capitalist forms of 
exploitation and to develop systematically the peasant agrarian 
revolution; on the other hand, to fight against foreign imperial- 
ism and for national independence. As a rule, transition to the 
dictatorship of the proletariat in these countries will be possible 
only through a series of preparatory stages, as the outcome of 
a whole period of transformation of bourgeois-democratic revolu- 
tion into Socialist revolution, while in the majority of cases, 
succ essful ^ ocialisL construc t ion will be possible only if direct 
support j s obtained froiT ^p- countries in whi ch the pro letarian 
dictatorship is established. -.^^^ v\ „«4 1 
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*: "^jorify of the popuMoT^stilT H "'■°'' ''''' ^^-' -''--« 
'^i ere survivals of priniitiv triba fn '" '"^=*^ conditiona, 

nataona! bourgeoisie is a! ,o,f n '' ''^" ^^'^t' ^I'ere the 

rf of foreign imperL ^ Sror^l' ""^^^^ *^^ P"'" ^^ 
tisurpation of land, the central 11 i ."i''"^ occupation and 
dependence. Victorious naSni t ° '^^'"^ ^°' "^"""al i„- 
may open the way for Crlrl I^r^^ in these countries 
■sni and their avoiding the IT nf ^^''"'"' ^"^''''^^ Social- 
powerful assistance is rendered to th 1^?"^''="^' P™vided real 
*e proietarian dictatorsht'^^'^ithed" "" ^™"'"^= '" -"^^^^ 

-'^p2^SiS S.S tt^ P-^^at in the most de- 

letanat IS already established in the jt^'p°''''"P °f ^^e pro- 
of worid significance, the movement ^ f-^' ^'^ '^ ^ f^^to'" 
and semi-coionia] countries T °'" '"deration in coloninl 

the penetration of world "''it J ' '""' ^^""^'^^ ^nto beiS iv 
"-^^-notwithstanding ti e^lt T' "^'^ '^^^ *° -««&/Sfo7 
«^ese countries taken VthSr\°' '°"^' -'ationships in 

«i"nist Internationa] consider^ L^ n P'-^'etariat. Tlie Coni! 
P-tant Of these special tasks " '°"°"'"^ *- '^^ the most i^ 
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, tP overthrow the rule of foreign in,penal,sm, of 
ieudai rulers and of the landlord bureaucracy. 

, To establish the democratic dictatorship of the proleta- 
riat and the peasantry on a Soviet basis. 

3. Complete national independence and national unification. 

4 Annulment of State debts. 

5 Nationalization of 1"^--^. Ti^SiaS"" 
transport, banking and others), owned by the imperialists. 

6 The confiscation of landlord, church and monastery 
lands.' The nationahzation of all the land. 

Introduction of the 8-hour day. 

The organization of revolutionary workers' and peasants' 
armies. . 

I„ the colon... .nd s.mi-.ol.ni.. whj« ^J^'Z'lo"- 
,h, leader of and commands hegemony m the stragEle, tne co 

;t="LVoi3-<i»»«- -ttc T. nirdeXn'od 
Seri"'irni';=i"frw|..i.»^^^^^^^^^ 

s-io S.S. te c-srind •„::.er;: sl ij o, 

foreign enterprises and lands, 

rnlonial revolutions and movements for national liberation 

SSit rnd ecoJomy. of properly combining industry with 
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^^e worid revolution also ro^„e h^STT'' "'^ P'-^S^^s^ of 
worker, and peasants for tl e st ll ^^ '"^""■^"s of colonial 

l^y Wt Republics of 4;whi ' °^^°''"''^"^'-'^P'-«emed 

-'"=h break away fro„. 1 211."™°"''' P°"^^' '^^^ -^^l-^fi 

wards and gradually combinS ^ -'"''"""'""^ -"'•='^''«te to- 

Somhsn:, are drawn into the chL , /f'"' «""'^^ °f ^orld 

and by skipping the fimhe stat of ,. ,'°'"'"' construction, 

as the predominant .y^ten,, obtSn L^f P-'"'^"' ^f' <^P«aIism 

nom.c and cultural progress ti. ?•""'*"' ^''^ ^^P'd eco 

backward ex-colonies'lnlTe .^SLr^Tf; '°^'^^^ =" '^^ 

in the more developed ex-colnn 1 ^""^ Peasants' Soviets 

around the centres ^of ZSZ !-TF '.'""'''''' P-^'^^^^-Z 

mg Federation of Soviet Repu'S^^sf'T.'^'"" '°'" ^'^^ ^^ow- 

^3-3tem Of the world proletar^ dSto;^;^^ ^"^^ *^« general 

worM'SeT^pTofdereroprt!'^ °^ ^^^'^-'^™- *- obtain. 
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, THE BUIt-DING UP OF SOCIALISM IN THE U. S. S. R. AND THE 

CLASS STRUGGLE 

rr HE principal manifestation of the profound crisis of the capi- 

1 t7li.t%vste.n is the division of world economy into capitalist 

tahst ^y^^^^ /' '^\ ^^ ^^ countries building up Socialism 

nie wai^ u g j^ the masses of the pro- 

continuation, intensification and expansion ai 

^oc-ia/ Revolution. 

Possessing in the country the necessary and sufficient ma^ 
rossessmg overthrow of the landlords 

of the taernational proletariat, heroically repelled the attacks of 
1 an^d Tree, of the internal and foreign counter-revolution 
onsTdatdlheir alliance with the bulk of the peasan^' et 
achieved considerable success m the sphe.e of Socialist con 
struct ion. 

The contacts established between proletarian Socialist in- 

,„„^: J-i p.=n, --;--;;"--■ '^1°^ 

[59] 



distribution of the means nf l,T • ^'=°"°™'c and expedienl 
tW3 enables the proktarL 1^'°^'*'"" *"' ^°« with it-3 
road Of Socialist c'onstrtSn ''^ ""^^'^ P^^^- along tS 

In raisinsf the IpvpT ^^ *-i, 
-no,ny of the Jnt^t Id in'SSff" '^'''^ '^^ ^'^ -'-'= 
the industrialisation of the U S t t^^ I '*'^'^^' ™"«e for} 
13 dictated by the international and ' i?/~"'^^ '^P'^'^ °f ^^ich 

tempts on the part of the cJtalTst f^ "^ '''' systematic at- 
"onuc and financial boycott S'LT''- '^°''^"™^« ^" «^°- 
Mme time increases the relS ,. ^T^^ Republics, at the 
«ahst) section of nat oLi ! ^'^ °^ ^"^ Socialized fSo 

Auction in the conntr^r JZ^ 1" "" ^'='^' — of P™ 
total trade turnover. *°^'^ °"*P"' ^^ '"dustry and in the 

.ncreasmg industrialization ff 17 '^""P^a^'O". and with the 
d«try transport and banking at ' '^' ^*""^ ^^^^'-t "'" 
activities of the small andX s^ur' '"' '""^^ ^'^ing the 

I„ th. , '^^^'''"* enterprises, 

force. o?;;oSo:^;tf;f- especially. *^ '-el of the 
^tnct the process of dikrenLt?n ""'^*' ^°"d'««"^ that re 
tfonalization of the land "d ^"°"^ '^^ Peasantry (4. 

;he sale and purchLe'^o? la:?. s^Xf^' *^ P-^'-bition^^f 
tion; the financing of poor ^nd "Sif P'^^^'-^^^'-e taxa- 

sociehes and producers' or^anizatio^, , P'^'^"'' co-operative 
oHabor; depriving the kuTaks of " ' '"!"'"''""^ *^ firing 

nghts; organising fher„ral';tr„C;i'o°'^ and publif 
However, insofar as the productiv/-^ organizations, etc.). 

^ave not yet grown sufficient yXbr: b 'f^''^ ^"^"^^"^ 
base to be laid for agriculture ,t,V °^''' "^^ technical 

^^ peasant enterprises 
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^«-ar.epuM...rpri^(S--^tf^S^^^^ 
tends to grow and ^^t^J^^^^'^^.^alled "new bourgeoisie, 
contacts with the elements of the so ^^.^^^ 

■ Being in con^mand of t^;.^-^: J^^o.t t^^^^ rUan- 
,„ the country and ^y^^^f ;«»y ^f ^^^^^ |reatly dwindled n, 
,f urban and P-^-^te capitd J^^^^^^^ ,estrictn.g 

the last few years oi the iMew ^^^^^^ ^^^^^^^j, th^t 

in every way the explaiting f ^^^ '^'^^j ^^^ n^oney relation- 
.rise out of the ^^--^-^^%''^^.-^'t"^\. the rural districts 
ships; supporting existing Sov^ far ^^ ^^^ 

J establishing new one , drawmg ^ ^^^^.^^ ^^ ^^p.^j 

simple commodity P"'^"^^"' '^jnto the general system of 
growing co-operative orgaruzationj ^^^ J ,^,^ the work 
loviet economic "'^gam.ation and co q ^^^^.^.^^^ ^^^^^^^ 
of Socialist construction which m ^^^^^^^.^ jg^^ 

:„der the proletarian ^f^^^^'^ll^^.tt^ the development of 
ship of Socialist 'f "^*7.;^^^"; 'oi restoration to the process 
Socialism; passing f^^f ^ ,? ^^'.^tke productive and technical 
of expanded reproduction °\^l^^^\^ \^^ u.S.S.R. sets itself, 
base of the country-the P™1^ ^^^^^^^ ^f large-scale capital 

and is already beginnmg to fuMl the ^^^^.^^ g,„erally, de- 
construction (P™d«ction of means ot P ^^ ^i.^rification) 
velopment of ^eavy mdi^stryan^^ eP ^^^^^ ^^^^it co-opera- 

Socialism, by that veiy \^=^' J^^'^'rcomes the difficulties that 
development and ^yf'''''''''\°^Zl ,i the country and the 



f 



62 



PROGRAMME OF TH. COMMa.VISr IKTK.NATIONAL 



INTERNATIONAL SOCIAL REVOLUTION 



63 



1 
I 



<n the years of the in^perialist/nH ^^, "^ '° *''" """ '^^"^^d, 
this, however, the sZda d of I "' .^f' Notwithstandinj 
of the broad masle of he to le'l'-f ,f ?f ^^-"^'^'"^ <^'-^ -^ 
taneously with the c^cia ist rt "'''^ "''"? ^"'l' S"«"l- 

ization of industrjf t^; ho„r d '"T ""'^ ^"^'^^'^'^ °^&^"- 

«-hich opens up still wid'^.r';LSrf^;t'"^ '^'"^ ^"^"^"-''. 
cond.t,ons of life and labor^f The ,vtw S^™^"* ^^ *'- 

of the Socialist section of tdS'" ''Z ^^"^''^^ ""P-^-^^e 
"> the struggle against tl e k.blf ' t""' ^°' ' '""'"^"t ^^^'ting 
and n,ai„taining ^a firnralhanct ' "^K^ 7"" '''^ "•"-' P^^^^ 
peasantry, the workin^cla "" t T .*f .''""^ °^ *e middle 
Party, which has been h rd^ned n ' , '■' '^ "^'^ Camn,t,ni,t 
i-creasing n^asses, scorefof 2ions o'ft '"'^ '^"'"' ^^^'^ 
Vocalist construction. The p ncbal 2, ' '"'? *''*^ ^°'"'^ "^ 
this aim are: the development o^W T' "'"P'"^"^ ^"^^^"'-^ 
Party, as the guiding force the tr. f "''' °=-S^"--«-^ (the 
of the entire system of the nrlT. !!"'°"'' ^^ *^ ''^^^bone 

Communist Li,n.: izs'::::::a^i^Tr ''- ^^™=" 

women's and peasant women's organi at ons th ' V " '' ' "°''"^^ 
voluntary societies"; worker °,,, :'°"' ' ^^^ ^'^"ous so-called 
c;et.es; sport, scientific. ^Z.r^/:^:^^'''^'^''''^' '- 
full encouragement of the initiative r>Tt) organizations) ; 

motion of fresh strata of vvo ker to hi '"''•'' ""' ^'^^ P™" 
>ndustfy and administration Th. ? ^^ P°'*' '" ^" ^P'^"^ of 
■■nto the process of Socialist construtiot 'tK" "; °' ^^^ "^^^^^ 
of the entire State, economic tr.d ""^'" --e^ovation 

with n,en and wo„ e„ f res f ronf th ™°" , '"' ^^'"^•^ '^PP'^'^'"^ 
the systematic trainin" i n L H ' ?"''' "^ '^^ proletariat. . 

and at special courses of l^k ^ ' «h.cational establishment. 

particuirr as neTsodiir t;Xir:;f r t' -^^^^^^^ *- 

t-on^all these together serve as onV^f ' °^ ""^*""^- 

against the bureaucratic os Jl^ ■ ^""'^'P^' S^^^^^ntees 

-turn of the proTS naT^X" e^I^^if^r-^"'™ °^ ^^^ 

y engaged m admnnstration. 



„,- THP USSR. AND HEE WORLD 
2. THE SIGNIFICAKCE OL THE U-S-S- ■ 
REVOLUTIONARY DUTIES 

. , . . ^ W„.sian imperialism and liberated all the 
Having defeated R^=*'^' "^P^io^, „{ the Tsarist Empire, 
former colonics and oppressed '™/'^ ^i,,;, .^Uural and 
and systematically laymg ^ f-J"™^^^^^^^^^^^^ territories ; having 
political developmen by "^^ustnal z.m Territones. 

.guaranteed the jund.cal P^f^^mn of the A Constitution 

Autonomous Republics and ^l ed Rei^ubl c» ^ ^^^^.^^^ ,„ 

S^^ ^f^^'^^'^^^Jl^^,!':^^ peasants and of a 
ments, of the union of the vorKcr Marxism4-the 

new culture marching -f ^^e^ J-orld movement 
U.5.S.R. inevitably becomes ^J- J'f ^Vinternational revolution 

Of all oppressed "^l^^^^*^^' J\"^*^ °i„ the U.S.S.R.. the world 
the greatest factor m -or^d ^i ^^^J ^n ^^^^ .^ ^^^^^^ .^^ 

^o^^nd t^ ;S Sor m^^vements the UiS.S.K. becomes a 
powerful centre of attraction. 

Thus, the U.S.S.R is an e-mely ^^^^^^^^^ ^1; S 
general crisis of capitalism, ™t only because ^^^.^ ^^^ 

out of the world --P-'^'f^^^^^^J^^rtt^SsSS-^ P^^^^ 
a new Socialist system of P °d^'^t'°^' .^^^ii^iSiTT^haJ^^^ ' 
an exceptionally gre^pevglatiogary ^^ /e^ti Jn \lSi:Spels 
i"ternatlonal_dnvn^^ 

example proving that h ^f'l ^ s„,;„ism as well; she 

destroying -P'^^'^' ^f ^^^.'^'if Ltionalities m all lands 
is the prototype o the ^'^^''^T'^ ° 5. Republics and of tlie 
,„,ed in ^^J^fl^X:l^11.Jln a single world 
^oXte^^ sytrthat the world proletariat nuist estab- 
Hsh when it has captured political power. 
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A 



Tile simultaneous existence r^^ t-.x - I 

Socialist system in the US 3%..°.^''"°""'^ '^^'^'"^•- '^ 
other conntries, imposes on thf P w ^T^^''' ^>'^*^™ "H 
warding off the Uows show/^T Proletanan State the tasi< ofl 

(boycott, hlocfede Itc faTrlr" " ' '" "^"^''^ --''^ 
nomic maneuvering Sh and utlz nT^' ' " *° '"^^"'•^ *° «- 
capitahst countries (wi the ' d r^/'°"°™' '°"'^'''' ^^^'^ 
trade-whieh is one of L fLnl V'' '"°"°Po'y of foreign 
cessful building up of Soc alis^ .Tf ' '"'"''"'"'''' ^°r ^'^« «"^ 
loans, concessions! e c ) S"' n. '^ '^'* ''^^ ^^'^ °^ -^^i*^- 

to be followed in his connect ^ '^u^ '"'^ fundamental line 
the widest possi 1 oontTct w^f™"-' '' '''' ""^ "^^ establishing 
determined 'by thrirTsSlnl s to^^^f u"s"s R^^^^^"'"? '"'^^ 
for strengthening industry i„ the USSR ^'/^ -''■ P^^^'-i^y 
for her own heavy industrv and .I^ ; « ' • °'" '^^''"^ "^^ '^^-^'^ 

Ae development o7her own Sollist en. '''°" '"' ''"^"^' ^^^r 
to the extent tliat the £^^1^ ^ ^ """"^ industry. Only1 

in the capitalist en^^™ n^s^iTd t"" ,M "'^ ^■'■-^'' 
obtained against the dan-er b.t ^ , '°^"^ SMarantees be 

U.S.SR._maybedestr5ed"n' Lt'^US^R^rT '" ''^^ 
formed mto an appendage of the woHH vf ' ™^ ^ *'"^"^- 

Oa the other hand nnt 1,1'^ capitalist system, 
"markets of the US SR "°*^''*^^'^"ding their interest in the 

late between «:err co^^erSlT t '^'*" ^^^''^^^''^^ -->" 
growthoftheUSSR I ! '*'*' ^'"'^ ^^^^' fear of the 

■•evolution. I wfef -'the pri""^ ""/r^^"^ ^' international 
in the policy of the iniSalist Pofe ' ^""^amental tendency , 
and to conduct connter-revo,„tl7ar " '""""'' *'^' U.S..S.rV| 
to strangle her and to estabhs^rworfd C '^ ■""' ""'' '"^ °^^-- 1 

The systematic imperiast attempt ^^^'"'f,*"'"™"'' '"'^S'™«- 
U.S.S.R. and the growSg daL'f'? ' ^^"'^""y *^ ^""'-^'e the- 
do not, however, prevem the^Cn^ ^" .^^^ncd attack upon her, 
Union-a section of "eComnnSsTTr'' ^■""''^ °' *^^ Soviet 
of the proletarian dictator:;:;riri, "u ^17' ^ '^AT"'' 
'ts international obligations and f ^"^^.S-R-— from fulfilling 
the oppressed, to the Lbor '"LT ''"'^'""^ ^"PP^^ ^ ^11 
colonial movements aSin J ™'"*' '" ^^P"^««' =o™tries. to 

against national ^oS>r:^tri„"rr;:rmr"' " ^'^^ ^^^^"^^'^ 
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The development of Socialism in the U.S.S.R _ and the 
rnf its international influence not only rouse the hatred 
STe crpitSt sttes and their SociaUDemocratic .gents agams 



, .HE DtlTIES or THE INTHKNATIONAI. PKOLETAHI-.T TO THE 

t . .u TT c: t; r> ic the onlv fatherland 
Inviewofthe actthat A US.S^^ the^^.^^^^ ^^ .^^ 

of the international P^^'^t*"^*'* , ,^"" Y„r its international 

achievements and the most '7^;^Xi fa mu t on its part facil- 
emancipation. the international ple^^^^^^^^^^^^ .^ 

"Sl^ 'SVLtU:^ the attacks of the capitalist 
l.K>wers by all the means in its power. 

"The world political situation has made the dic- 

u r?!,; nroletariat an immediate issue, and all 

tatorship of the pfol^'^^"^'; ^ inevitably concentrating 

the events of world po itics ^re ™vii ^ ^^ 

around one central ^^-^- ^'^i^^^^XS^nLp-^ic. 
world bourgeoisie against the ^""'^W , , g^^-iet 

re"„Th» «d .n X national .*».!»»„-».. 
of Z »loiuJ »■! -PI"""'' "«"»"'"°= °" "" 

Other." (Lenin). 

, , , „f ih, imotrialisl £«« declaring war upo^r- 

I„ ilf. ««"'<'' *'s™l^,, i„,ern..i».l prolHari.l «,«» 

s'?:^S2n,'"jor,s«?;rp,i ;n*P.n5™ 



^ 



^6 



IHE COMMUNIST INTERffATIOl^AL 



I 



-f f countries to %ht with 7Zt "^ '^' ''^^''''^^ ^'^^^^^ ' 
di^bnd of the proletarian dicSorsM^ '"\'" '^'^''' ^''^^^ ^^r 
PenaJist attack upon her '""^^"'^^'^'P' '" Ae event of an im- 

"-'(--X'Srvrp:lfofT^ within n,oder. 

and the imperialist mUitJy^Zcl\t ^T'^ '^"P'*^''^' -"^f^. 

evitabiy lead to a mighty "^reloSo? *^ ^°"^' Union in- 

overwheh^ oapitalisn/in 'a .umb r"!? ,?"''''-'^^'^ -hich must 

ooun nes, unleash the victo io^a ' v . '"^'""''^ "^"'^^d 

roaden the base of the prde Sn dTc^TZ "" '"^^ ^•''^"ies. 

degree and thus, with tren:endous str f T^'P '° "" ™^™ous 

»'orid victory of Socialism *"''"'' ^""8^ "^^^er the final 



xrr Tl,. Strateev and Tactics of the Communist 
SjnationTfn'he Struggle for the Dictatorship 

of the Proletariat 

, IDEOLOGIES AMONG THE WORKING CLASS IKIMlCAL TO 

COMMUNISM 

degree express the ''l^°'°g!'^^' ;% ^^^^ ideological influence 
"'"' T'hTn^ht, »ci.l power of th. «?"»«>! S'>«; "»> "' 
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^ PEOGKAMME OF TfTP rnw^x, 

^ OF THE COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL 

S'^":^ S.*^^:^ --^-'^ -i^^ of the .ass e.., J 

Taking its n,ai. gospel Lmtr^J^^''' "'"'" '"^^--i^n'- 

its model today is "^the d'iber tel ."''' '"P^'"""^' P°"tics, 

counter-revolutionary ".^^ViL? ?^ ant;-soc«list and openi; 

■ideological" dictatorship of tC slv^ a" '^ '"''""■ ^''^ 
bureaucracy, which in its turn l American trade union 

tutorship of the An,erican dollar h^fh'"" *« '''d-logical" dic- 
of British refortnisn. and H Mafe vT.'' *r ™^^'' *^ '"«^'"- 
Labor Party, the most immntlTk"''^'''' °^ '^^ British 
practice of internationa Sec 1 L2 '" *^^ *^«^ -"d 

of the Amsterdam Internattn" 1 ^hUeT? f "^ "^ *= '^^^ers 
Austrian Social Democracy embellh..' ^'f^'' °^ ^^^^n and 
phraseology in order Ser«;tirtr V'T"" "'* ^---" 
"Socialist" reformism the orinH™; '''^^'^^ °f Marxism, 

-unism i„ the labor mo^,^ntVLtlT °V'™'"'-"-y Corn- 
base in the Social DemocSrcM , has a broad organizational 
reformist trade unions, in ?t%m'r'^ ""r^"^ '^''^ - *he 
ook stands out as a force d irec eH ^^^"^ f '^ theoretical out- 
^tion. '"'^^ ^"^«^d «i'«'"' the proletarian revo- 

partielaSUf:u;p:L?S'l/''''[-' *^ '''^^' °— tic 
"defending the fatKd" CSf ^"' °" *'^ ^^^'^^ ^^ 
poh-cy" received their whole"hear77 ^^P^"^'''" and "colonial 

the counter-revolntionlry Sv1ih''^°"^ Orientation towards 
("The League of Nations''^ L °^ imperialist Powers 

rnobili^ation^f the n,a "es „ ' T^ °'''? °' ""'tra-imperialism". 
the same time, actives ,olrtn7-''"'^°,-'''"'^' ^'''&^"^' ^^ a 
*he U. S. S. R. and in t^^TMn?"' """ ''' '"^^'^^ "P°" 
-- the main features :rt:^XZ^^ ^- ^^ ^- ^ 

:apitalist regime. Compete Xolf -^f supporting the 

>nd stabilization, class 1,1 TT ^^'."T^'^^' rationalization 

■ mss peace. Peace m industry"; the policy of 
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,.., *. .^j, ;S-™ p"S.u°'?r E place 

State and particularly ot its laise u imperialist 

ticipation in the building up of f^^^/f^VJ,*. the defence 
State-police, army, f "d*™^ !^' '^^f'^" ^rrevoluionary Com- 
oi the State against the encroachment, o th^^^ Democracy 
munist proletariat and the --«™*™"Jt,'^^'^^,''H„e of reformist 

lays in time ^^^:^^^::;^^^.^^ struggle, 
home policy. While pretoiain^ lo conduct 

;s:isis"ro/rc.iiT:;;LL, p..«. 

In the sphere of theory. Social Democracy has "tterly and 

crises and ot tne pauijci .tru^de into prosaic I 

deceit of pacifism and the lying propaganda of ultr. impe a , 
fw- • it has exchanged the theory of the revolutionary dow, fall f 
Tcap"£m%or the counterfeit coinage of "--^^^^^P-^^ 
transforming itself peacefully into Socialism; it has replaced 
revolut on by evolutfon, the destruction of the bourgeois State 
bytsaSve upbuilding, the theory of proletarian dictatorship by W 
the Lry of coalition with the bourgeoisie, the doctrmc of mle - 
national proletarian solidarity-by preaching defense of th= un- 1 
pe ialist fatherland; for Marxian dialectical matenahsm it has 
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bourgeoisie. ^ * ^^" ^^^^ the table of the 

the Social Democracy "^ *^' ''""'"^^^^^ degeneracy of 

Constructive Socialism (MacDomlri * r ^ , ■ , 
very name suggests the strug^e aS 1 ^^'r"'^' '^ "^ 
letanat and a favorable attitude towarl Ih ""^°'."';°"-y P^o- 
continues the liberal Dhih.XT ^'''^''f'^® the capitalist system, 

^eois traditions o FabtS* Er"'"'7^'"*^^ ^"^ >>-- 

^rd Shaw, Lord Oliver TtcT WV, ""^.^ydn^y Webb, Bern- 
of the proletariat and Ihe ^e oTS ^'^"^'^^^ '^e dictatorship 
the bourgeoisie as a matter of ? '" '^' '''"^^^^ ^g^i"^* 

the struggle against d e proletarS"' ,' 'f '''°" "°'™- ^" 
While acting as the avoLf^ fT '^ *^'^ '=°''^"*^' P^'^ples. 

i"^ State cfpitalisru'S t eIJi : S's'"",'*^*^ ™^ P^^'^- 
junction with the most vula irlni ! ^°/'.^''^™' ^d, in con- 
hemispheres, declaring hel^orv of"'th' 1 -perialism i„ both 
"pre-scientific" tlieory 'Ion S <: ''^'' '^^"^8^'^ t° !^e ^ 
cates a moderate prS^nime 7' ^r'"" '''"" '^^'^"^^'^'^ ^^vo- 
fexation of land vaSs Teal .r*'"" ''"'^' '°"P'"'"'^™' 
profits as . means S' ^SL^::,,^^^.^ °^ ^7^'^ 

?=r sSre^p "^ thj^pr^St in ^'^ 'rtt'i 

-is an active ^n^my 'of he 7 ' '"""^'^ *''^^ ^'^^ ^°-?-2= 
and of colonial revolutrons '""""'""^^ P-'^tarian moven.ent 

of overcoming capitalism Z , T consumers as a means 
help the stabifizaSr rc;Sli:m h" '"' '°^^ ^" '^ -" *° 
-tensive propagandist ap^Slirin S^fpfofr"™^"' ^ 
sumers' co-operative organi^atioi^s. which T Tml "T "T 
P-Pose of systematically inflnen^inrtht ISl^U^o^ia^ 
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of the reformist counter-revolution. 

So-called "G«i/i Soa'afi.™" (Penty Orage Hobson and 

capitalism. starring uui w^ itiv^-ir^nril" institiition 

of the "consumers" as against the guild -.f-'f J^SLx 
By its advocacy of ''i-^t-onal^mocrac^ ^ei^g presumed to ) 
of classes in capitalist society ,-^ach class i^ei"g P ^ -^^-^^ / 
have a definite social and productive function— Guild ^'"^^^.^^ f 
have a aenn "Corporate State." By repudiat-/ 

?nTbo h^rdfament risl^^ '' *^ 

Guild SocStts doom the working class to inaction and passive 
SlnSn to the bourgeoisie. Thus Guild Soc^.sm^ 
sents a peculiar form of trade unionist Utopian opportunism and. 
as such, cannot but play an anti-revolutionary role. 

Lastly Austro-Marxism represents a special variety of t,o- 
dal Democratic reformism. Being a part of the "Left-wing of 
SociS Democracy. Austro-Marxism represents a niost subtle 
bocial uem >' ^ ;!,,, Prostitv,tn>g the ter- 

decep lon of th^ ^^^^^^^^ ^^^^^ themselves entirely from 
rt^cipL'orroCionary Marlm (the Kan.ism. Mach- 
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racy" fram tl« British reSfts t^ ^- ^™^t'°"^! ^enaoc- 
of "building up the RepuMc" i ; r-?'"^ ^'"^ *^ P^^ciple 

State, A«.tro-krxi3„ re o„;me„ds y""^ "^ "^^ ''^"^^-■^ 
periods of so-caJJed "equilibrZ nf <=o-operation" ,„ 

at the tin.e when the\ toS,^, .?• °-'" ' '• '• P^^^^^^ 
«^eary is a justification of coX7w,t In \ ""'"""^" ^his 
overthrow of the proletarian r.™ 7 , '^^^''^^^isie for the 

f-ding '•democracy' iS^thratta IT ?'" •'" ^'^^ ^^ ^- 
and in poetic, th'e ilnce whSrALlT '°"- °''J^^''-'^. 
cases of reactionary attack. I, ZT Jv^ ^^^''™^''' ^^i™'ts i., 
against the proletak " revotoion K ' '"'° "-t^onary violence 
of A„stro-.4rxi.s-,„ is to dt ^ th ""i *' "functional role" 
toward. Con,n.„„is™; „d th ^efo t iltTh ^'""'^ "''''^^"'^ 
enemy of the proletariat n orf '. ' '''°'' dangerous 

adh.ent3 of preLtor/roLlTpeSir"^ "^^" *^ -"^^^ 

whicl, reflect and express th. °, P««y-'bo«rgeois tendencies, 
of society (the urbfn pet ! b^ "^ °^*'" ""^'^''^^ ^'-^ 
-iddle class, the sto pro Sriat fhrd' ,''' .^^^^--'e city . 
tellectuals, the Dauoprir^^ . declassed Bohemian in- 

-try, etc.'. etcrTcTl^dS ^f^ ^^^^*^ '' ^'^ P-" 
their extreme political Lta"Ji?v%.''' "'' ^^''net^i-J^cd for ' 
policy with Left wing ;Stw or T" "' ' ^'^'^^ ^''"^ 
substitute noisy poh-fical ge tfcS I 7? "- '° ^^^^nturism, 
forces and often timible f ch^ 1?/°' ^''^t'^^'^^ ^^'''"ation of 

tionary bombast to profound dTpth of "^ '^''^'''' °^ ^-^-I"- 
capitulation before ^.e eTemv U^f. P^simism and downright 
ularly i„ periods of sharp "han.Y T""'" -^""^itions, partic- 

of forced temporary retreaf^hf! T T ?°""''^"' "^"=^*'™ ^"^ 
dangerous disrupter! of the pro tart, T'^ "'T '^^^°'"'= -'•^ 

^ drag upon the^evoluti narrprJe a ian"^ '"' -"-qu-tly^ 

Afjnrrhi^^^^ ^u ^ 1-*^ iJ^^-tanan movement 
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,he side of the imperialist bourgeoisie in the war of 1914-1918, 
denies the necessity for wide, centralized and disciphned prole- 
tarian organizations and thus leaves the proletanat powerless 
before the powerful organizations of capital. By its advocacy 
of individual terror, it distracts the proletanat from the methods 
of mass organization and mass struggle. By repudiating the 
dictatorship of the proletariat in the name of "abstract' liberty 
anarchism deprives the proletariat of its most important and 
sharpest weapon against the bourgeoisie, its armies, and all its 
organs of repression Being remote from mass movements of 
Jv kind in the most important centres of proletarian struggle. 
Anarchism is steadily being reduced to a sect which, by Us tactics 
.nd actions, including its opposition to the dictatorship of he 
working class in the U. S. S. R., has objectively joined the umted 
front of the anti-revohitionary forces, 

"Revolutionary" Syndicalum. many ideologists of which, in 
the extremely critical war period went over to the camp of the 
Fascist type of "anti-parliamentary" counter-revolutionaries, or 
became peaceful reformists of the Social Democratic type, by its 
repudiation of political struggle (particularly of revolutionary 
parliamentarism) and of the revolutionary dictatorship of he 
proletariat, by its advocacy of the craft decentrahzation of the 
labor movement generally and of the trade union movement in 
particular, by its repudiation of the need for a proletarian party 
and of the necessity for rebellion, and by its exaggeration of the 
importance of the general strike (the "fold arm tactics ) like 
Anarchism, hinders the revolutionization of the masses of the 
workers wherever it has any influence. Its attacks upon the U. 
S S R which logically follow from its repudiation of dictator- 
ship 'of the proletanat in general, place it in this respect on a 
level with Social Democracy. 

All these tendencies take a common stand with Social 
Democracy, the principal enemy of the proletarian revolution, 
on the fundamental political issue, viz., the question of the D^c. 
■ tatorsMi> of the Proletariat. Hence, all of them come out morC 
or lesfdefinitelv in a united front with Social Democracy 
a-ainst the U. S. S, R. On the other hand. Social Democracy, 
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I 



endes are lieconiin" ,i„.f f ''"' ='™'««t Th« tend- S 

national ^^^laiism of the Second Inter- 

peculiar tendencies in fhp UK ^"counters the influence of 

M ro,e ,„ . „z£ X t,'r:s;;,r„rs -w * ""- 



(nationalism, democncv S^^,-,r' ^ , the^ Three Principles" 
soured the concl^t'SJ^t'^' ^^^SJ^ELlisopkl^b- 

^^t^of thlSFSlLt'^' ' '"^ "^^"' role iJS;: 

process of class di&renSt 'nl^h LsT r^'T' ""^ *'^ ^""^- 
try and of the further nmll .1 '^'^ ^'^^"^ '" ^^e coun- 

deveIop„>e„t of that rlfS So ttSof it^T^r^". °^ '^^ 
ment. The epigones of Sun Y.n <t { '"^^^' develop- 

/exaggerating the%e J featLetS thl'Tri '^ TP'""^'"-^ ^'"l 
/objectivelv reactinn.r, ^''"^^' '^\*^' ideology that have become i 

The ideological grow* TJ l^riTSrS^'^'^"^^^ '°'''' 

and of the toiling peasantry must therefore .^'""'^ P'^^'*""^' 

tJetermined decisive struggle aeainst th.T ''^^'==°'"P=l™'=d by 

tnd V opposition to the ^.J^^.^^^:^,^^ 

econo..ca,ly „.ost reactionary forn. J^lJI^lt^^Z^ 



tion_oLth£.socid,Jjrohl^^ 

^^Hi:S^nrWrrd more becoming an ^deolos^ directed 
against mass revolution. It must be strongly combated by Com- 
munism. 

Garvevism., which fomerly was the ideology of the Negro 
.mall profertv owners and workers in America, =^"d xvhich even 
now eiercises'some influence over the Negro masses, hke G.ndh.- 

ism, has become a hindrance to the -™l-t-"»^t?NWrces 
Negro masses. Originally advocatmg social equality for ^eg.ces 
Garveyism subsequently developed into a peculiar form of 
^e-ro "Zionism" which, instead of fighting American imperial- 
ism! advanced the slogan; "Back to Africa"! This dangerous 
ideology, which bears not a single genuine democratic tra.t. and 
which toys with the aristocratic attributes of a non-existent 
"Ne-ro kingdom", must be strongly resisted, for it is not a help 
but a hindrance to the mass Negro struggle for liberation against 
American imperialism. 

standing out against all these tendencies is Proletarian 
Communism. The powerful ideology of the international revolu- 
tionary working class, it differs from all these tendencies, and 
prTmarily from Social Democracy, in that in complete harmony 
with the teachings of Marx and Engels, it conducts a t^foreUcal 
and practical revolutionary struggle for the Dictatorship of the 
Proletariat, and in the struggle applies all forms of proletarian^ 
mass action. 

2 THE FUNDAMENTAL TASKS OF COMMUNIST STRATEGY AND^ 

TACTICS 

The successful struggle of the Communist International for 
the dictatorship of the proletariat presupposes the existence m 
every country of a compact Communist Party, hardened in the 
struggle, disciplined, centralized, and closely hnked up with the 
masses. 
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^ The Party is the vanguard of the working class and con- 
sists of the best, most ckss-conscious, most active, and most 
courageous members of that class. It incorporates the whole 
body of experience of the proletarian struggle. Basing itself 
upon the revolutionary theory of Marxism and representing the 
general and lasting interests of the whole of the working class 
the Party personifies the unity of proletarian principles, of pro- 
letarian will and of proletarian revolutionary action. It is a 
revolutionary organisation, bound by iron discipline and strict 
revolutionary rules of democratic centralism, which can be car- . 
ned out thanks to the class-consciousness of the proletarian van- t 
guard, to Its loyalty to the revolution, its ability to maintain ' 
inseparable ties with the proletarian masses and to its correct 
pohtical leadership, which is constantly veriiied and clarified by -, 
the experiences of the masses themselves. '^ 

In order that it may fulfill its historic mission of achieving 
the dictatorship of the proletariat, the Communist Party must i 
first of all set itself and accomplish the following fundamental 
strategtc aims: 

Extend its influence over the majority of the members of its ■< 
oum class, including working women and the working youth ' 
To achieve this the Communist Party must secure predominant 
influence m the broad mass proletarian organizations (Soviets, 
trade unions, factory -councils, co-operative societies, sport or- 
gamzations, cultural organizations, etc.). It is particular! v im- 
portant for the purpose of winning over the majority ot the 
proletariat, to capture the trade anions, which are genuine .nass 
working class organizations closely bound up with the every- 
day struggles of the working class. To work in reactionary 
trade unions and skillfully to capture them, to win the confidence 
of the broad masses of the industrially organized workers to 
change and ^^remove from their posts" the reformist leaders 
represent important tasks in the preparatory period. 

The achievement of the dictatorship of the proletariat pre- 
supposes also that the proletariat acquires hegemony over wide 
sections of the toiling masses. To accomplish this the Commu- 
nist Party must extend its influence over the masses of the urban 



and rural poor, over the lower strata of the intelligentsia and 
over the so-called "small man," i> e. the petty-bourgeois strata 
generally- It is particularly important that work be carried on 
for the purpose of extending the Party's influence over the 
peasantryr The Communist Party must secure for itself the 
whole-hearted support of that stratum of the rural population 
that stands closest to the proletariat, i. e. the agricultural laborers 
land the rural poor. To this end, the agricultural laborers must 
be organized in separate organizations ; all possible support must 
be given them in their struggles against the rural bourgeoisie, and 
str enuou s work must be carried on among the small allotment 
farl^s^ and small peasants. In regard to the middle strata of 
the peasantry in developed capitalist countries, the Communist 
Parties must conduct a policy to secure their neutrality. The 
fulfillment of all theee tasks by the proletariat,— the champion 
of the interests of the whole people and the leader of the broad 
masses in their struggle against the oppression of finance capital, 
^is an essential condition precedent for the victorious Com- 
munist revolution. 

The tasks of the Communist International connected with 
the revolutionary struggle in colonies, semi-colonies and depen- 
dencies are extremely important strategical tasks in the world pro- 
letarian struggle. The colonial struggle presupposes that the 
broad masses of the working class and of the peasantry in the 
colonies be rallied round the banner of the revolution; but this 
cannot be achieved unless the closest co-operation is maintained 
between the proletariat in the oppressing countries and the toil- 
ing masses in the oppressed countries. 

While organizing, under the banner of the proletarian dic- 
tatorship, the revolution against imperialism in the so-called 
civilized States, the Communist International supports every 
movement against imperialist violence in the colonies, semi- 
colonies and dependencies themselves (for example Latin- Amer- 
ica) ; it carries on propaganda against all forms of chauvinism 
and against the imperiafist maltreatment of enslaved peoples and 
races, big and small (treatment of Negroes, "yellow labor", 
anti-semitism, etc.), and supports their struggles against the 
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bourgeoisie of the oppressing nations. The Cormnunist Inter- 
national especially combats tJie chauvinism that is preached in 
the Empire-owning countries by the imperiahst bourgeoisie as 
well as by its Social-Democratic agency, the Second Internationa] 
and constantly holds up in contrast to the practices of the im- 
pena hst bourgeoisie the practice of the Soviet Union, which has 
estabhshed relations of fraternity and equality among the nation- 
alities inhabitmg it. 

The Communist Parties in the imperialist countries must 
render .systematic aid to the colonial revolutionary liberation 
^r^n""'Th'". .*' '.''' movement of oppressed nationahties gen- 
erally. The duty of rendering active support to these movements 
rests primarily upon the workers in the countries upon which 
the oppressed nations are economically, financially or politically 

ght ofthe'^T "^T""'^' ^=^-^'" "^"^' openl/reco'gnize th 
light of the colonies to separation and their right to carry on 

t7tS \ *;^ ^separation, i. e. propaganda in favor of 
the mdependence of the colonies from the imperialist State/ they 
must recognize their right of armed defence against imperialism 
0. e. the right of rebellion and revolutionary war) and advo- 
thir'nower "* V^PP'^rt to this defence by all the means in 
their power. The Communist Parties must adopt this line of 
policy in regard to all oppressed nations. 

The Communist Parties in the colonial and semi-colonial 
coumrus must carry on a bold and consistent struggle against 
foreign impen.hsm and unfailingly conduct propaganda in favor 
of friendship and unity with the proletariat in the imperialist 
countries. They must openly advance, conduct propaganda for 
and carry out the slogan of agrarian revolution, rouse the broad 
masses of the peasantry for the overthrow of the landlords and 
combat the reactionary and mediaeval influence of the clersrv of 
the missionaries and other, similar dements. 

In these countries, the principal task is to organize the work- 
ers and the peasantry independently (to establish class Commu- 
n^ Parties of the proletariat, trade unions, peasant leagues and 
committees and, m a revolutionary situation, Soviet, etc.) and 
to free them from the influence of the national bourgeoisie with 
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whom temporary agreemet.ts may be made only on the condi- 
tion that they, the bourgeoisie, do not hamper the revolutionary 
organization of the workers and peasants, and that they carry 
on a genuine struggle against impenahsm. 

In determining its line of tactics, each Communist Partr 
must tak^int£ua£comt Jh^iioncret^^ 

tiSS'lTe correlation o^classJoLces, the degree of stability and 
s'SEsl^ of_ihe35i:j:g^'^e, the decree of preparedness oLthe 
Tirokiamt, th e position taken up by the j^ar iou5.jatom£diary 
SSa^its c ountry etc. The Party determmes its slogans and 
;;Sh^o£ struggle in accordance with these circumstances, 
with the view to organizing and mobilizing the masses on the 
broadest possible scale and on the highest possible level of this 
struggle. 

When a revolutionary situation is developing, the Party 
advances certain transitional slogans and partial demands cor- 
responding to the concrete situation; but these demands and 
slogans must be bent to the revolutionary aim of capturing 
power and of overthrowing bourgeois capitahst society. The 
Party must neither stand aloof from the daily needs and struggles 
of the working class nor confine its activities exclusively to them. 
The task of the Party is to utilize these minor every-day 
needs as a startmg point from which to lead the working class 
to the revolutionary struggle for power. 

When the revolutionary tide is rising, when the ruling 
classes are disorganized, the masses are in a state of revolution- 
ary ferment, the intermediary strata are inclining towards the 
proletariat and the masses are ready for action and for sacrifice, 
the Party of the proletariat is confronted with the task of lead- 
ing the masses to a direct attack upon the bourgeois State. This 
it does by carrying on propaganda in favor of increasingly 
radical transitional slogans (for Soviets, workers' control of 
industry, for peasant committees for the seizure of the big landed 
properties, for disarming the bourgeoisie and arming the prole-^ 
tariat, etc.) and by organizing mass action, upon which alll 
branches of Party agitation and propaganda, including pariis^ 
mentary activity, must be concentrated. This mass action in- 
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dudes: a combination of strikes and demonstrations; a combina- 
tion of_ st rikes_ and a rmed demonstrations and finally , tfi^Igeneral 
strike conjointly w ith armed insi-i r rection against_L lie_^at^_29^^^'' 
^ Qt the bourgeoisie^ The latter 'form of struggle, which is the 
supreme form, must be conducted according to the rules of war; 
It presupposes a plan of campaign, offensive fighting operations 
and unbounded devotion and heroism on the part of the prole- 
tariat. An absolutely essential condition precedent for this form 
of action^is the organization of the broad masses into militant 
units, which, by their very form, embrace and set into action 
the largest possible numbers of toilers (Councils of Workers' 
Deputies, Soldiers' Councils, etc.), and intensified revolutionary 
work in the army and the navy. 

In passing over to new and more radical slogans, tlie Parties 
must be guided by the fundamental role of the political tactics 
of Leninism, which call for ability to lead the masses to revolu- 
tionary positions in such a manner that the masses may, by their 
own experience, convince themselves of the correctness of the 
Party line. Failure to observe this rule must inevitably lead to 
isolation from the masses, to putschism, to the ideological de- 
generation of Communism into ''Leftist" dogmatism and "to petty- 
bourgeois ''revolutionary" adventurism. Failure to take advan- 
tage of the culminating point in the development of the revolu- 
tionary situation, when the Party of the proletariat is called 
upon to conduct a bold and determined attack upon the enemy, 
is not less dangerous. To allow that opportunity to slip by and 
to fail to start rebellion at that point, means to allow the initiative 
to pass to the enemy and to doom the revolution to defeat. 

/ When the revolutionary tide is not rising, the Communist 

S Parties must advance partial slogans and demands that corres- 

J pond to the everyday needs of the toilers, and combine them 

I with the fundamental tasks of the Communist International. The 

Communist Parties must not, however, at such a time, advance 

transitional slogans that are applicable only to revolutionary 

situations (for example workers* control of industry, etc.). To 

advance such slogans when there is no revolutionary situation 

means to transform them into slogans that favor merging with 
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the capitalist system of organization. Partial demands and slo- 
Sffe^inr^SraS^SSitl^ of correct tac ics- but 
certain transitional slogans go inseparably with a revolutionary 
situation. Repudiation of partial demands and tran.t.onal 
sloeans "on principle", however, is incompatible with he tactical 
priSes of'communisn,. for in efTect, such repudiation con- 
demns the Party to inaction and isolates ,t from the masses. 
United front tactics also occupy an important place m the tactics 
of the Communist Parties throughout the whole pre-revoutwn- 
ary period as a means towards achieving success in the struggle 
aglinst capital, towards the class mobilization of the masses and 
(he exposure and isolation of the reformist leaders. 

The correct application of united front tactics and the ful- 
fillment of the general task of winning over the masses presup- 
pose in their turn systematic and persistent w-ork m the rude 
unions and other mass proletarian organi.a ions. I is the 
bounden duty of every Communist to bdong to a trade un on, . 
Si ^sn^ctionaVy one, provided ffTs a mass organ,zation^\ 
Only bv constant and persistent work in the trade unions and 
in tL factories for the steadfast and energetic defence of the 
interests of the workers, together with ruthless struggle agamst 
the reformist bureaucracy, will it be possible to win the leader^ 
ship in the workers' struggle and to win the industrially organ- 
ized workers over to the side of the Party. 

Unlike the reformists, whose policy is to split tbe trade 
unions the Communists defend trade anion unity nationally and 
internationally on the basis of the class struggle, and render 
every support to and strengthen the work of the Red Inter^ 
national of Labor Unions 

In universally championing the current everyday needs of 
the masses of the workers and of the toilers generally, m utiliz- 
ing the bourgeois paidiament as a platform for revolu lonary 
aitation and propaganda, and subordinating the partial task 
to the struggle for the dictatorship of the proletariat, the Partie3 
of the Communist International advance partial demands and 
slogans in the following main spheres : 
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against the trustified L" Us off" " ""'"^^'^ ^*^ S^''^ 

working day cofflnnknr . "''^' ^""^^ questions, the 

^r.«, Lie^oTlTL^'t T' .'^"^^P'^y'^-O. which ^ 

etc.) ; in the sohere J Lrr ^ *° o'-ganue, right to strike ™ 

terror and current politics eeiKt.lM t \fi ^ *"='■ "^^^'^^ 
--^^ pontics; viz/attitudeC Srke ? S S V d^'i" -1 
revolutions, stniggle for the unit! If ,C ' """"^ ''°'°™3' 

union movenient ^trug'le Lai"s?il r'"''''""*'°""' ''^'^^ 

danger, and syste^atiSpara^iorfoX fir '"' ^'" "^^^ 
iff te^ar, IJ'cparatioti tor the fight agamst imperial- \ 

peasants' government (ih^ =„„. estates, and workers' and I 

in developed caS conn rYJ '"^ °'' r^'^*^"^^" dictatorship 1 

of the pr'oIetarTatt; pe^n r^ln br:kwar7cr^'''"^°f '^ 
certain colonies). oacicward countries and in 

Systematic work must also lie rafri^^ ^ 
'etarian and peasant youth i^J^lyZol^\C7^ 'V'*" i 
niufflst International and its Sections^ .,tl^ I ""^ ^™- I 

t.-^«.« a«rf peasant women tSTIL ! ° '"°"^ '""'''^"S \ 
^ the special conditions of life and TtrutT" f'^l!''™ ''^^" ^* 
peasant women, and their de,r,ands™ff! ° • ''' ^°'"'''"^ ^""^ 
general demands and ^htiiXn^f t£ ^XTat^^'^ ^'^^ 

ofallprivileiJ^S^;;-^--^-,^^^^ 



workers and peasants; reduction of the working day; prohibition 
of child labor; prohibition of usury and of all transactions en- 
tailing bondage; reduction and abolition of rent; reduction of 
taxation; refusal to pay taxes, etc. ^0 these part.a slogans 
must be subordinate to the fundamental demands of the Com- 
munist Parties such as: complete political national independence 
and the expulsion of the imperialists; workers' and peasants 
government, the land to the whole people, eight-hour day, etc. 
The Communist Parties in imperialist countnes, while support- 
ing the struggle proceeding in the colonies, must carry on a cam- 
paign in their own respective countries for the withdrawal of 
imperialist troops, conduct propaganda in the army and navy m 
defence of the oppressed countries fighting for their liberation, 
mobilize the masses to refuse to transport troops and munitions 
and, in connection with this, to organize strikes and other forms 
of mass protest, etc, 

The Communist International must devote itself especially 
to systematic preparation for the struggle against the danger of 
i^nierialhi wars. Ruthless exposure of social chauvmism of 
social imperialism and of pacifist phrasemongering intended to 
camouflage the imperialist plans of the bourgeoisie; propaganda 
in favor of the principal slogans of the Communist Intemational; 
everyday organizational work in connection with this in tne 
course of which work legal methods must unfailingly be com- 
bined with illegal methods; organized work m the army and 
navy-such must be the activity of the Communist Parties in 
this connection. The fundamental slogans of the Coinmumst 
International in this connection must be the following: Convert- 
imperialist war into civil war; defeat the "home miperiahst 
government; defend the U. S. S. R. and the colonies by every 
possible means in the event of imperialist war against them^ 
It is the bounden duty of all Section., of the Communist Inter- 
national, and of every one of its members, to carry on propa- 
<.anda for these slogans, to expose the "socialistic sophisms 
and the "socialist" camouflage of the League of Nations and 
constantly to keep to the front the experiences of the war of 

I 914 I91S. 
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In order that revolutionary work and revolutionary action 
may be coordn.ated and in order that these activities may be 
guided most successfully, the international proletariat must be 
bound by international class discipline^ for which, first of all 
|t :s most ni.portant to have the strictest international disciplin^ 
in the Communist ranks. 

_ This international Communist discipline must find expres-^ 
sion ,n the subordination of the partial and local interests of 

ul h^InTf 'V' " g^-SEa!^ "d lastii iabteresT n i gT nhlirrTct 

i ng bodies of the ^mmunist Internalbi^Il^^^ 

Unlike the Social-Democratic, Second International, each 
section of which submits to the discipline of "its own", national 
bourgeoisie and of its own "fatherland," the sections of the 
Communist International submit to only one discipline viz in- 
ternational proletarian discipline, which guarantees victory in 
he struggle of the world's workers for world proletarian dic- 
tatorship^ Unlike the Second International, which splits the trade 
unions. fights_ against colonial peoples, and practices unity with ' 
he bourgeoisie, the Communist International is an organization 
hat guards proletarian unity in all countries and the unity of 

the yoke of imperialism. ^ 

• . ^^?/*^ -^I"^ ^^'''''^^ *'''^' ^^ *^^ bourgeoisie, the Commu- 
nists fight with courage and devotion on all sectors of the inter- 
nationa class front, in the firm conviction that the victory of 
the proletariat is inevitable and cannot be averted. 

"The Communists disdain to conceal their views and aim^ 
They openly declare that their aims can be attained only by the 
forcible overthrow of all the existmg social conditions ' Let the 
ruhng class tremble at a Communistic revolution. The prole- 

"Workers of all countries, unite!'* 



Constitution and Rules of the Communist 
International 

I. NAME AND OBJECTS 

1. The Communist International— the International 
Workers' Association— is a union of Communist Parties in 
various countries; it is a World Communist Party. As the 
leader and organizer of the world revolutionary movement of 
the proletariat and the upholder of the principles and aims of 
Communism, the Communist International strives to win over 
the majority of the working class and the broad strata of the 
propertyless peasantry, fights for the establishment of the world 
dictatorship of the proletariat, for the estabhshment of a World 
Union of Socialist Soviet Republics, for the complete abolition of 
classes and for the achievement of socialism— the first stage of 
Communist society* 

2. Each of the various Parties amiiated to the Communist 

Inetrnational is called the Communist Party of ■■ .^.^- 

[name of country] (Section of the Communist International). 
In any given country there can be only one Communist Party 
afmiated to the Communist International and representing its 
Section in that country. 

3 Membership in the Communist Party and in the Com- 
munist International is open to all those who accept the pro- 
gramme and rules of the given Communist Party and of the 
Communist International, who join one of the basic units of a 
Party actively work in it, abide by all the decisions of the Party 
and of the Communist International, and regularly pay Party 
dues. 

4 The basic unit of the Communist Party organization is 
the nucleus in the place of employment (factory, workshop, 
mine, office, store, farm, etc.) which unites all the Party mem-beiB 
employed in the given enterprise. 

[85] 
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5- The Communist International and its Sections are built 
up on the basis of democratic centralism, the fundamental prin- 
ciples of which are: (a) election of all the leading committees of 
the Party, subordmate and superior (by general meetings of 
Party members, conferences, congresses and international con- 
gresses) ; (b) penodical reports by leading Party committees to 
heir constituents; (c) decisions of superior Party committees 
to be obligatory for subordinate committees, strict Party disci- 
plme and prompt execution of the decisions of the Communist 
centres '*' ""^ committees and of the leading Party 

Party questions may be discussed by the members of the Party 
and by Party organizations until such time as a decision is taken 
upon them by the competent Party committees. After a decision 
has been taken by tJie Congress of the Communist International 
^y the Congress of the respective Sections, or by leading com- 
mittees of the Comintern, and of its various Sections, these de- 
cisions must be unreservedly carried out even if a Section of the 
Party membership or of the local Party organizations are in dis- 
agreement with It, 

In cases where a Party exists illegally, the superior Party 
t:ommittees may appoint the siibordinate committees and c(i 
opt members on their own committees, subject to subsequent 
endorsement by the competent superior Party committees. 

_ 6. In all non-Party workers' and peasants' mass organi- 
zations and in their leading co^nmittees (trade unions, co-operative 
societies, sport organizations, ex-service men's organizations, and 
at their congresses and conferences) and also on municipal bodies 
and m parhament, even if there are only two Party members 
in such organizations and bodies, Communist fractions must be 
formed for the purpose of strengthening the Party's influence and 
lor carrying out its policy in these organizations and bodies. 

7- The Communist fractions are subordinated to the com- 
petent Party bodies. 

Note : I. Communist fractions in international organi- 
zations (Red International of Labor Unions, 
International Class War Prisoners' Aid Soci- 
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ety, International Red Aid Society, etc.), are 
subordinate to the Executive Committee of 

the Conimunist International. 

2- The organizational structure of the Commu- 
nist fractions and the manner in which their 
work is guided are determined by special in- 
structions from the Executive Committee of 
the Communist International and from the 
Central Committees of the given Sections of 
the Comintern. 

II. THE WORLD CONGRESS OF THE COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL 

JP 8. The supreme body of the Communist International is 

the World Congress of representatives of all Parties (Sections) 
and organizations affiliated to the Communist International. 

mi The World Congress discusses and decides programme, tac- 

" tical and organizational questions connected with the activities 
of the Communist International and of its various Sections. 
Power to alter the programme and rules of the Communist Inter- 
national lies exclusively with the World Congress of the Com- 
munist International. 

The Worid Congress shall be convened once every two years. 
The date of the Congress and the number of representatives from 
the various Sections to the Congress to be determined by the 
Executive Committee of the Communist International. 

The number of decisive votes to be allocated to each Section 
at the World Congress shall be determined by a special decision 
of the Congress itself, in accordance with the membership of the 
given Party and the political importance of the given country. 
Delegates to the Congress must have a free mandate; no impera- 
tive mandate can be recognized. 

g Special Congresses of the Communist International shall 
be convened on the demand of Parties which, at the preceding 
World Congress had an aggregate of not less than one-half ot 
the decisive votes. 
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10. The World Congress elects the Executive Committee 
of the Communist International (E.C.CL), and the International 
Control Commission (I.CC). 

u. The headquarters of the Executive Committee is decided 
on by the World Congress. 



in. 



THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE COMMUN'IST 
INTERNATIONAL AND ITS SUBSIDIARY BODIES 



12. The leading body of the Communist International in 
the period between Congresses is the Executive Committee, which 
gives instructions to ail the Sections of the Communist Interna- 
tional and controls their activity. 

The E.C.C.I. publishes the Central Organ of the Communis! 
International, in not less than four languages. 

13- The decisions of the E.C.CI. are obligatory for all the 
Sections of the Communist International and must be promptlv 
carried out. The Sections have the right to appeal against deci- 
sions of fhe E.CC.I. to the World Congress, but must continue 
to carry out such decisions pending the decision of the World 
Congress, 

14. The Central Committees of the various Sections of 
the Communist International are responsible to their respective 
Party Congresses and to the E.C.CI. The latter has the right 
to annul or amend decisions of Party Congresses and of Central 
Committees of Parties and also to make decisions which are 
obligatory for them. (Cf. Pan 13.) 

15. The E.C.CI. has the right to expel from the Communist 
International, entire Sections, groups and individual members who. 
violate the programme and rules of the Communist International 
or the decisions of the World Congress and of the E.C.CI. Per- 
sons and bodies expelled have the'' right of appeal to the World 
Congress. 

id The programmes of the various Sections of the Com- 
munist International must be endorsed by the E.CC.I. In the 
event of the E.CjC.T refusing to endorse a programme, the Sectioo 



concerned has the right to appeal to the World Congress of the 
Communist International. 

TV The leading organs of the press of the various Sections 
of the'CommiSt fntefnational must publish all the <iec.,ons 
^d official documents of the E.C.CI. These dects.ons mu t a 
far as possible, be published also m the other organs of the 
Party press. 

18 The E.C.CI. has the right to accept affiliation to the 
Communist International of organizations and Parties sympathetic 
to "unism. such organizations to have a consultative voice. 

iQ The E.CC.I. elects a Presidium responsible to the 
E CCI which acts as the permanent body carrying out ail the 
business of the E.CC.I. in the interval between the meetings of 

the latter. 

20 The E C CI. and its Presidium have the right to estab- 
Ush Permanent Bureaus (Western European, South American 
Eastern and other Bureaus of the E.C.CI.) for the purpose of 
^tablishing closer contact with the various Sections of the Com- 
munist International and in order to be better able to guide their 
work. 

Note- The scope of the activities of the permanent bu- 
reaus of the E.C.C.L, shall be determined by the 
E C C I. or by its Presidium. The Sections of the 
Communist International which come within the 
scope of activities of the permanent bureaus of 
the E.C.CI. must be informed of the powers con- 
ferred on these bureaus. 

21 The Sections must carry out the instructions of the 
permanent bureaus of the E.C.CI. Sections may ^PP^^\^"f 
the instructions of the permanent bureaus to the ^-CCL or to 
its Presidium, but must continue to carry out such instructions 
pending the decision of the E.C.CI. or of its Presidium. 

22 The E C C I. and its Presidium have the right to send 
their representatives to the various Sections of the Communist 
International. Such representatives receive their instructions from 
the ECjCI or from its Presidium, and are responsible to them 
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for their activities. Representatives of the E.C.Ct have the 
nght to participate in meetings of the central Party bodies as 
well as of the local organizations of the Sections to which they 
are sent. Representatives of the E.C.C.I. mtist carry out their 
comniission in close contact with the Central Committee of the 
Section to which they are sent. They may, however, speak in 
opposition to the Central Committee of the given Section, at 
Congresses and Conferences of that Section, if the line of the 

fh^pTr ^r™'**^^ '" q"«t'°" diverges from the instructions of 

he E.1C.C.I. Representatives of the E.C.C.I. are especially obliged 

to supervise the carrying out of the decisions of the World Con- 

nationar'' "^ *''" ^""'"'''^^ Committee of the Communist Inter- 

The E.CC.I. and its Presidium also have the right to send 

instructors to the various Sections of the CommunL Interna- 

Lri r r T ^T"l """^ ''"*'*' °^ instructors are determined by 

work " *''^ instructors are responsible in their 

23. Meetings of the E.C.C.I. must take place not less than 
once eveiy six months A quorum consists of not less than one- 
half of the membership of the E.C.C.I, 

34- Meetings of the Presidium of the E.C.C.I. must take 

fc"°' '"\*f ^"=^ ^ f^^^'gi^'- A quorum consists of not 
less than one-half of the membership of the Presidium. 

25. The Presidium elects the Political Secretariat, which 
IS empowered to take decisions, and which also prepares ques- 
tions for the meetings of the E.C.C.I and of its Presidium, and 
acts as their executant body. 

26, The Presidium appoints the editorial committees of the 
periodical and other publications of the Communist International. 

27 The Presidium of the E.C.C.I, sets up a Department 
for Work among Women Toilers, permanent committees for 
guiding the work of definite groups of Sections of the Communist 
International (National Secretariats) and other departments for 
Its work. 
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IV. THE INTERNATIONAL CONTROL COMMISSION 

28 The International Control Commission investigates mat- 
ters concerning the unity of the Sections affiliated to the Com- 
munist International and also matters connected with the Com- 
munist conduct of individual members of the various Sections. 

For this purpose the I.C.C, 

(a) Examines complaints against the actions of Central 
Committees of Communist Parties lodged by Party m^rnbers who 
have been subjected to disciplinary measures for political ditter- 
ences ; 

(b) Examines such analogous matters concerning members 
of central bodies of Communist Parties and of individual Party 
members as it deems necessary, or which are submitted to it by 
the deciding bodies of the E.C.C.I, ; 

(c) Audits the accounts of the Communist International. 
The International Control Commission must not intervene 

in the political differences or in organisational administrative con- 
flicts in the Communist Parties. 

The headquarters of the I.CC. are fixed by the I.C.C. in 
agreement with the EjC.C.I. 

V. THE KELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN THE SECTIONS OF THE 
COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL AND THE E.C.C.I. 

20 The Central Committees of Sections affiliated to the 
Communist International and the Central Committees of affiliated 
sympathizing organizations must send to the EC.C.I. the Minutes 
of their meetings and reports of their work. 

^o Resjaali^ f '-""^ "^^ ^ '^^ individual members orgroups 
of members of. Central Com nrittge^ of the various ^S£t;S.ns are 
lei^^d^d-iTliiruptive ot^^^C^^^^^rnov^l. Leading 
poltrrnlETPSrt^rB^Twt-relBn^to the occupant of that post, but 
to the Communist International as a whole. Elected members 
of the Central leading bodies of the various Sections may resign 
before their time of office eicpires only with the consent of the 
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fE.C.CL Resignations accepted by Central Committees of Sec- 
tions without the consent of the E.C.C.I. are invalid. 

31. The Sections affihated to the Communist Internationa] 
must mamtam close organizational and informational contact with 
each other, arrange for mutual representation at each other's 
conferences and congresses^ and with the consent of the E,C.C.L, 
^change leading comrades. This applies particularly to the Sec- 
tions in imperialist countries and their colonies, and to the Sections 
m countries adjacent to each other. 

$2. Two or more Sections of the Communist International 
which (like the Sections in the Scandinavian countries and in 
the Balkans) are politically connected with each other by common 
conditions of struggle, may, with the consent of the E.C.C.L, 
form federations for the purpose of co-ordinating thc-r activities! 
such federations to work under the guidance and control of the 
E.C.C.I. 

33' The Sections of the Comintern must regularly pay afEli- 
ation dues to the E.C.CL; the amount of such dues to be de- 
termined by the E.C.C.I. 

34- Congresses of the various Sections, ordinary and special 
can be convened only whh the consent of the E.C.C.I. 

In the event of a Section faihng to convene a Party Congress 
prior to the convening of a World Congress, that Section, before 
electmg delegates to the World Congress, must convene a Tarty 
conference, or Plenum of its Central Committee, for the purpose 
of preparing the questions for the World Congress. 

35' The International League of Communist Youth (Com- 
munist Youth International) is a Section of the Communist Inter- 
national with full rights and is subordinate to the RCC.I. 

36. The Communist Parties must be prepared for transition^ 
to illegal conditions. The E.C.C.I. must render the Parties con-j 

cemed assistance in their preparations for transition to illegal 
conditions. 

37. Individual members of Sections of the Communist'^ 
International may pass from one country to another only with 



the consent of the Central Committee of the Section of which I 
they are members. 

rnnimunists changing their domicile must join the Section 

in th?c" of theif nfw domicile, Communists leavmg then 

auntry without the consent of the Central Committee of ttor 

Section, must not be accepted into other Sections of the Commu- 

nist International. 
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Listing hooks that will make you more fit to carry on the 
revolutionary struggle: 

AN OUTLINE OF POLITICAL ECONOMY 

By I. Lapidus & K, OsTRoviTYANov ........... $3.25'; 

The first con]prdiensive introduction to Marxian economics with 
the unique feature of considering: the problems of political economy 
alongside the corresponding problems of Soviet economy. 

LENIN'S COLLECTED WORKS: 

VOL. IV. THE ISKRA PERIOD 

Including the brochure "What is to be Done?" as well as a study 

of the "Agrarian Question" and "Critics of Marx." Two parts. 

Each $+.00 and $3.00 

VOL. XX. THE REVOLUTION OF 19 i 7 

'^^^ P^'"*^ :..-...,. Each $+.00 and *3.00 

VOL. XXL TOWARDS THE SEIZURE OF POWER. 

The volume includes also a revised translation of "State and 
Kevolution." Two parta E^zh $4.00 and fS.OO 

VOL. XXVn. I^HE IMPERIALIST WAR 

In this volume Lenin analyzes the causey of the World War and 
formulates policies and proposes tactics for turning the war be- 
tween nations into a war between classes $^,qq and 13.00 

VOL. XIX. WAR AND REVOLUTION. 

This volume covers all of Lenin's writings from the beginning 
of 19 1 6 to the overthrow of the Tsar in March, 1917 A revised 
translation of Lenin^s "Imperialism As the Final Stage of Capi- 
talism" .s also included ,^, H-OO and *3.00 

VOL. XIIL MATERIALISM AND EMPIRIO-CRITICISM. 

In tliis book Lenin reveals himself a militant dialectical materlaU 
^t, tghting against all attempts at philosophic revisions of 
Marxism. . . _ ^ 

■ ■ ■ $3-00 
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TION AND TACTICS (1S93-190+) . ^'''' 
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.. o .$2.50 

LENINISM, By J. Stalin • " , ' - 

The Soviet leader, a disciple and co-worker of V'"'^.'*^^ '" 
It boor^ith the' fundamental theories and pohci^ wh.ch We 
influenced the Russian revolution and which form the present 
basis of the Soviet State. 
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KARL MARX AND FRIEDRICH ENGELS 

By D. Ryazonov " 

A striking account of the live., theories and practical achievemen^ 
i of the founders of scientific socialism, by the director of the 

'• Marx-Engels Institute. 

FUNDAMENTAL PROBLEMS OF MARXISM 

By George V. Plekhanov *^-^" 

The author, considered as the father of Eu^lan Marxism, pr«ente 
in this book a philosophical and historical analysis of scenffic 
socialism r 

CAPITAL, By Karl Marx - ....--■ $3 J5 

Eden and Cedar Paul i^ho have made the new translation of 
volume one, have taken as a basis the editions in other languages 
published tender Marx's own or Engels' supervision and have 
substituted present-day terminology to make the book easier to 
read. 

THE EIGHTEENTH BRUMAIRE OF ■ 

LOUIS BONAPARTE ■ ■ - ■ ■ *^-^" 

A new and striking tramlauon of Marx's literary classic, with a 
glossary of terms, names and dates. 

THE SOVIET UNION LOOKS AHEAD 

Thb Five-Year Plan for Economic Constroction $2.50 

In this book is told the story of a great, new country in the 
Lking .nder the dictatorship of the proletariat. Illustrated with 
mapsj charts and diagrams. 
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By N. BUKHARIN t_5Q 

With an introduction by V. I. Lenjn from which we quote: "The 
importance and timeliness of the topic treated in the work of N. 
Bukharin require no particular elucidation. Every one interested 
not only in economics but in any sphere of present-day social life 
must acquaint himself with the facts relating to this problem, as 
presented by the author in such detail on the basis of the latest 
available data." 
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